By MARK BERGSTROM

Sentinel Staff Writer

WATSONVILLE ¢ The city of Watsonville’s
desire to annex Freedom appears dead.

Unlike the wvocal throngs of Freedom
fighters at previous public hearings, some 100
E residents sat quietly Tuesday night during an-
i other presentation of Watsonvxlle S plan to
annex the areg+o the city. *

There was nothing left to be said.

Prior to the City Council’s public hearing at
. E.A. Hall Junior High School, Freedom resident
Nicki Pecchenino handed councilmembers let-
i ters of protest by 1,070 of the approximately
. 1,300 registered voters in thé&proposed annexa-

i tion area, more than the majority needed by law

to stop the city’s planned election on the issue.

When he opened the hearing, Mayor Bill
Johnston told the residents that the city would
present their petitions today to County Clerk
Dick Neal to be validated by the county elec-
tions office.

“The information I have is that there are
enough signatures to stop this election. How-
ever, we (the council) will set the election
tonight for March 6. If the signatures are
upheld, and I have no reason to believe they

L. won't, then at our Jan. 9 meeting we will stop

this election,”” Johnston explained. “It seems
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