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C"{&PTER X611l 2
; ‘4 BXINGTON AND ALMA
i(‘wyright, 1954, Mercury Hertld
Company). =~ .
By John V. Young -

While Lomgton was in the midst;

re was the Forest . House, stage
and hostelry destined to.be-
e post office of Alma & score
; “later;
stove, ~Here was the school
erseted | by ' Lopis Hebafd,
the nountain -ehildren from

from - as far awdy ‘as’ &n

for “readin,’  ‘fitin’ and 'rit-hmetc"
ca L year.

‘here me Jesulf, order is' xmw en-
d in' remodeling the old resi-
& on ‘th‘: Tevis gstate, near the
isite o*‘ 4 home bpilt in the nineties
0y James Fwd son of the Bonanza

Y He dammed &
., piped  water in from %ebb
., and ‘operagted ‘an - overshot
dwater wheel which in turn powered

&0 up-and~down “muley” saw.

o SLOW, SLEEPY JOB.
L' The operator of the saw, inel«
{ iy, slept” while “the painfully
low sawing process went on, and
when . the sawed ‘board

,»\'i cile\ fift.ievs.

woke
wiropped to° the floor and” the log
ready for another run.  The
0ess was-not much - faster than
the whip-sawing it had . replaced,
ut it -wag-a - ot less work for.the
awyers, angd 'was much in wvogue in
hose tm;s,, vears “before: the. ad-
vent of the circular power saw.:

b Webb creek, which supplied water
Hor the wheel, 'was named after one
ebb, whose early mill' oceupied al-

omne ‘was later built, not fdr from
Howe mill and its lagoon. ;
uto the mountains.in the early
Bixtles to work. for Howe came Ly-

ander Colling, who had arrived the
ear before in Alviso from: Pennsyl-
ania with his wife,” Elisa. Taylor,
®ud thelr small son, Joseph, aged 5.
BVhile Mrs. Collins-and the boy lived
1 Calaveras wvalley with relafives,
ollins, a farmer raftsman on the
usquebana, and g skilled lumber-
1an, worked that first summer for
wages in the woods,

g uum Jand on the old stifge

v, the simple process of occus,
bz ught fumber from the

i, mmy, including .a saloon,
ihotel and dining roomw forra stage
i ‘™, .1” mmd mto one,

i ,dc ol LC).:.HI‘!'- creek at the junction
! the present Santa Cruz highway
o ith ‘m- Aldercroft road to Wughts.

for these days in the' moun~
, -With - its ‘four up.stairs bed-
ns - and saloon, dinipng = room,

M and ‘bedrooms.. on ~ the

;ammn&lx ’ones and his early mill

8 (AT IR WIS R SRR ) s i
——-—#n-\'*"— .

hof its vigorous, -boistrous ado~}.
jlescence, a more guiet bub none the
iess significant : community .growth
bwas - springing up . a mile . to the

& half-dozen’ mills,| s

family and|:

immit eked out a few months |

$io by hid even then' been’ almost
X gumn——tne mill was operated as

Barrow’s mill, . and “was' the . focal
‘point for log ‘hauling onthe crude,
wooden-wheeled frucks of -the day.
’To rinsure -his . precarious ’land
titles in -~ this stage,

William' Weldon, two 160-acre tracts
under school land warrants Whlt.h
later proved worthless. =~ i

Included 'in" the deal ‘was the old
Howe farm house on & knoll nearby,
into which the family moved a short
while after a storm' arose one night,
in ‘1865, flooded Callins creek behind
the log jam- that arose where the
highway 'now runs, and swept
through the Forest house. '

FLEE FROM FLOOD. -

The: Colling lived for: s brief time
in what was left of the saloon while
the . torrent raged:. through ihe
kitchen and dining room which were
thus ‘provided with running watler
decades - ‘before & piped plumbing
reached the mountains.’ They thet
moved into the Howe home, .

Meanwhile one E. Froment, French
mill man' who.was engaged in log-
ging in the Logan' and-Whitehurst
gulch, ‘'was running his logs down a
two-mile tramway to'a milllocated
on the horth side of Colling creek,
on the very spot where the state di-
vigion is now completing a fire rang-
er station, An old wooden wlieel un-
eathed by workmen at 'the station
and, deposited in the museum. at
Montezuma school bears testimony!
to the mill activities at the spot.
Eh‘;s was on land acquired, by’ Col~

Froment vacated after he:had been
cutting two years, and the property
was promptly “junmiped” by ane G. K.
White, moving.at the instigation of
& man -named - Younger, & - ﬁanta
Cruz real estate operator. ;

NEW FOREST HOUSE.

While Collins went into courf with
his claims, White and Younger en-
terprisingly built ‘a new and still
more imposing Forest house ‘on the
old mill site, with six rooms below
and ten above, the largest hostelry
between Los Gatos and Santa 'Cruz.

The _school *land 'warrants were
valueless, it developed in eourt, and
it vequired ‘an act of congress to re-
pair the titles, " Three years later
congress permitted all'who had set-
tled in good faith under school war-
rant titles to assume homestead and
pre-emption rights, dating back to
the scbool wammt. dates, thus re-

Collins" pur-|
from Howe and Howe's son-in-law,{.’

"‘of the. group, Mr. and ‘Mrs.

Hebard, Charles Mutdock and a cousin are the three bbys. :

; Alma as it appeared in the: early mnetxes is pictured at
_the upper left, near the hexght of its prosperxty, a typical
mountain family, that of Louxs Hebard is' shown at -the
upper tight, with an’ old archer named. Wilson gt the left.

‘Hebard at the right; Frank

storing” to ‘Coliins his land. Collins’
found - himself = in- posuession of &
newer, : larger - and . better - Forest

house for nothing more than his
colirt -costs, !

Another’ less protracted land dxs-
pute ‘'was 'more quickly settled when

'I Collins  took the law. intoshis own

hands with good effect. "In running
his fence line .along the creek, he
discovered ' that ‘@ -portion of the
Webb home, later occupied’ by -the
James Newell family, projected over
into his property.

FENCES THROUGH HOUSE.

An argument arose, and when

Collins went ‘armed with & rifle to!

run the fence, house or no house, he
found the Webb tribe out with. shou-
guns' to prevent it. -But in the show
of arins' the Webbs backed down,

and Collins: pushed ’his .line  of:

pickets right through the rear of ilie
house by dint of some vigorous axe
work.

It was along about this time inat
the Forest House ceased to be us
such, and-became Alma as it is to-

ay, although the town has moved
vorth &'bit and is centered around
George Osmer's store.

On the same: trip that he nbmed
the post office at Fowler's summit
“Patcher,’” an ubiquitous postal in-
spector dubbed the Forest ' House
‘Alma, ‘which is Spanish for *soul”
and mieans nothing whatever in con-
néction- with« the'.place, its™history
or its surroundings. It was just a
name picked at random ‘becduse the
pameé Forest House sounded  too

| much like Forest Caove, Oregon, 1o

please the “post ‘office department,
This was in 1872, when the post of-
fice “was ‘finally established, with
Lysander Coums as lt.s first- pOss—
master.

 LEXINGTON'S LOSS!

But as Alma benefited, Lexington
suffered, for it was "the Lexington
postoffice that was re-established at
the old Forest house,” moved there
from the older town for a wariety of
reasons, Not the least of thesé came
from & flock  of complaints by
church people in the mountams who

¥

compla.med that women and chil~

dren who went .for thelr mall to]

Lexington . wexe - forced. to pasy
through. thé bar-room of the Lexs

i ington saloon 't0' reach  the “post-

office” in the rear. 3

Tn addition to mail service, cartled
by stage coach along with & Wells
Fargo contract, “Alma was provided
with ‘a Jocal expre&, service daily 10

San Jose- by ‘Ben Fessenden, who | 5

lived just west of the grocery store
which- was operated by Stephen
Chase.

The' store was-principaily" to ‘sup- | ;

ply “the large Chase and  Connolly
mill in the gulch ahove Howell res«

ervoir, on, Chase road, but was &lso |

patronized By ma.ny mountain ‘fam-
ilies.

Food supolies did not ‘offer much‘

of a problem to those whose wages
would - permit - their - purchase, "for
venison hunters, honey hunters and
fishermen fraveled the'roads daily.
Huge trout were to be had in most
of the stredms and were peddled by
commerecial . Isaac - Wallons on. all
sides. ¢
ABOUT "TROUT GULCIL
< From this custom of peddlingfish
arose oné of the most humorous of
mountain legends—one whose effect
is: still felt by city visitogg to' the
mountain streams' who ar¢ unforte-
nate enough o encounter any of the
jokesters who. haunt the nills.

The story’ concerns ‘Trout guleh,
one of the many intermittent moun=
tain torrents that cut down (he west
side of {he canyon near Lexington.

Countless fishermen have'been di-
rected solemnly to this stream by
local sportsmen who have pointed
out in-all earnestness that as tlue
stream was named “Trout creek;” it
wasevident that it was, ihe hang-
out of innumerable, smpendous
trout. ;

But’ 'rrgut gulch was ‘not named
for any fish, directly, nor-has it nor.

did it ever have. anything: largér|c

than a minnow in its steep cascades.

The gulch was named for a Greek,
fish peddler, who lived withr his'In-
dian wife in. a.cabin somewhere 1,

Anglo:
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dle Jeft is the spur found by Charles Murdock at the
where Captain John C. Fremont and his party were be-
ieved to bave camped in 1846——one of the oldest authentic
relics of the region; center is a view of the Hebard home .
 builtin 1857; partly of hand-s,ph‘ lumber (rear) and partly of
machined lumber ; right center is ‘Joseph. Collms, son of the
builder of the original Forest: House at Alma :

Sasivbse:

acens.s in the fifties an&_‘sixties.
Greek, whose' name could not
&5 ronounced: and-was quickly for-
X« ‘wc«m spoke ‘almost no English, bub
b« he v as acquainted with the tword
16, which he {ook to bel a synos
fur fish. He was "promptly
mbed “Trout,” and his hotne place
he &m» Trout gulch.
ALY, FISH “TROUT™
Trout and his nule made frequent
#e Lirips ovér to Santa Cruz, where he
! hased a quantity and variety of

bass, solew cod and 'the 'run
food, which, augmented; by
any ucc mlonal mountajn’ . trout, he
'edilnd through the hills, crying his
res as “Irout! ‘Trout!” without
ne slightest regard for the speecies
r gender pf the unfortunate deni-
1g of ' the ‘deep’ which ® happened
o be in’ his wicker basket at the
riime,
But he §0la the fish, which was the
fain thing, and was just as happy
as the members-of-succeeding gen-
v | erations - who have -made capital
4lF | of the chagrin of visiting anglers.
i Popular {rom -the beginning as a

| gbage stop and water: place for men,
l'and horges (the one in the sploon
snd the other .in the big' wooden
ughs ‘thaé fronted the establish-
nt), Porest House had 'been’ fa-
mous for -its’ fare among the “city
hz | follks” that passed -through. !
(g A grnau desire to. tdste the meat
3¢ the almost fabulous. grizzly bears
umn roamed  the mountains pos-
ssed those early-tourists, although
he meat was tough, flavored with
g.sa particularly, bear-like variety of
By | fut,iand almost unpalatable to most.
8! THE MIGHTY HUNTER.
#is | To supply this novel demand, and
»k,,-; nasmuch &8 beays were seldom seen
§~ |1y the region, the . Forest House
is | kitehen depended on a hunter of no
an accomplishments in that line
'rhcvmns Damon, who lived s.t

s nle

| ,muntain

#k | In his‘frequent trlps dovm to Lex~
¥+ ington and Alma, following:the trail
E\ {rom wans .wmmic and down the

&..

Dougherty Mill road, Danion always
brought along ' a’ sizable chunk ' of
the hearty red meat which nore but

 the tourists would eat.

. Dougherty mill, which ga.ve ‘its
name to_ the road now_ known as
Bear Creek road on the east side of
the. ridge as we]l as on the. west,
was located on. the .upper Zayante's

'smaller branches in two separate

Jocatjons, and carries a story of its
own which .will be told in later is-
sues. . Its lumber, however, was
“gulched” over.the top to be snaked
down to the mills at Lexington and
Alma. |,

Across canyon, in the region still
known . as Hooker. gulch, ;was: the
mill plant of John Y. McMillan, al-
ready meéntioned at length, by whom
was - employed . one ' Billy Hooker.
Buly had nothing much to do.with
the gulch except that he lived in a
cabin  in. it, ‘and spent his days
patching up the McMillin skid roads.

" PLACE IN HISTORY. )

However, Billy has been perpetu-
ated ' i history, for ’ gowemment
maps. bear. his name-in.the g
while the mill operator, McMi
is ‘without & nameplace in the en-
tire section he so greatly aided in
development. = -

Gulehes, -1t seems, ; 'were always
named for those who lived in 'them
—first or last. What is now known

as Soda Spring canyon was then (in
the sixtiesy known ' as Conoyer
gulch,’ Conoyer, who camped on the
flat.. at the mouth of the gulch,
manufactured excellent© smoking
pipes out of hard manzanita root
and sold them all over the moun-
tain,’

The oot he obtained from the
head. of the creek on long treks into
the brush, On one occasion he dis-
appeared over night, and thie next
day & searching. party armed to the
teeth against bears set. out to hunt
for him.

TREED BY GRIZZLY

A shout caught their . attention.
“Look O-0-0-0-0-u~t!" Conoyer yells
ed, “It’s & ba-a-a-a-r!” - And there
was Conoyer, treed in the croteh of

.‘}“-'

‘night

i visit- relatives.

& large oak where he had parked all
waiting for the! large shea
grizzly beneath to go home and be-
have 'herself. At the approach of
the armed party the bear fled.

. A man named Boyd followed Con-
oyer, and finally one John Cavanee,
grandfather of Hal Chase, the noted
ball . player. . Cavanee, & -Santa
Barbara man, was & venison-and-
honey hunter who  sold deer meat
and the loot from bee trees to hun-
gry mountaineers. Cavanaugh gulch
is the name  still borne . by some
maps of the region; & curious mis~
spelling of Cavanee.

Bear fights in the regxon were by
no means as frequent as the various
decorated legends of the mountains
would indicate, according to Joseph
Collins, son - of Lysander Collins,
who. i§ now living in San  Jose.

‘Active despite his 70-odd years, Col-

lins is possessed of & phenomenal

.memory to which much of this ac-

count is indebted.
NEVER SAW GRIZZLY.

Collins, as-mentioned, lived from
the time he was six years old until
he was a grown man at the Forest
House, prowled the woods and
streams—and never saw - a grizzly
bear! Tracks a-plenty there were
in the early days, but nary a “bar,”
for Joe Collins They kept to the
hills pretty well, and were ruthlessly
hunted down and  destroyed when-
ever, their depredations into- stock
aroused the mountain men, so that
within o short space after the ar-
rival of permanent settlers in-any
particylar - region; ° bears = became
scaree,

Lysander ' Collins ~operated ‘the
Forest House until about 1878, when
he and his wife went hack east to
Parf of his “property
he sold to Wileox, superintendent of
the San Jose Water  Works, .who
permitted the water rights estab-
lished for irrigation by Collins, fo
lapse, when they fell info the hands
of the water company. s

Collins died a few years Iater,
when the  balance of the property

was left to his two sons; Joseph and’

Hugh. g
DISPUTED AREA.

Included .in the estate was the |
much-disputed land: at the soda

springs abové Alma, where years be-
fore E. Cavanee, an uncle of Hal
Chase,

.. I mountain,

| Hebard, " as 'previously mentioned),

had discovered .the Soda-
bearing waters bubblmg out of the estate.)

N ————————ri———
rocks while on a hunting trip fn. dhe . ¥
j wild guleh. y
A’man named Meysenheimer mmx ik
‘| pre-emptlon 1

his on what he
was the - spring-bearing,

Iming 360 acres.
Meysenheimer: sought to develop
the springs for their medicinal prop-
erties, built trails to the scene, -and
was: promptly laughed  off the

thought
propexty, cla

Collins finally bought him out end
had the property surveyed., The
survey revealed that the properiy
line ran just about ten short of
including the mineral sp 5, t;uz
in the meantime Jacob Rich, 2 San

Jose speculator.of note, wa,l plife.
chased a half-intere an eye
toward future develc t

Then a couple. of I ﬂs Mfm c~n
the adjoining govermn‘.. t lan

claimed the spring, and the ¢
popped into the courts, wi

mained for decades in suib n,wer
suit.
Mentioned several times in this !

and. previous installments was Louwis
Hebard, one of. the earliest setilers
in the Alma region who took up 160
acres near the present Idiewlld
property in 1857. s
BUILT MANY HOMES,

A New York  ecarpenter, Hebard
built many of the homes in the re~
gion as well as the Lexington school
house when it stood near Forest
House. Coming here with ‘the gold
rush, he entered the mountains te
work in several of the mills in the
vicinity “of = Lexingtom, ™ including
Howe' & McMillin, Froment, While~
hurst, Ricketis and others.

His first house was built' of wpdt
lumber,; with a puficheon flodr, but
he- added: sawed-lumiber additions to
transform the lttle square shack to
make it into ‘@ réspectable sized
home that stood until two years agos

In 1875 he married Lodiska Anne
Girard, widow of Artemus Wallace
Murdock, who had died three years
preuously at Patchen. “Mrs. Murs
dock was the mother of Charles W,
C. Murdock, who is now living near
the -old home-place where -he pés’
turned recently after an a:boence d
more than 30 years.

FINDS ANCIENT RELIC« ¢

A small boy when he first*came
here with his mother, Murddck well
remembers many of thé early day
incidents recounted by, his step~
father, including remintiscences of
Zacharigh * “Buffalo”;* Jones, who
pointed out to Hebgrd where Cape
tain * John .C. Fremont; camped in
1846. .

1t was on this spot, near the He<
pard homestead, that Murdock (nof

founid the rémains of an grmy sade
dle. and g rusty cavalry $pur bes
lieved to have been left by Fremont's
party. An open, grassy. flat’ now
more or less grown over with brush.
wasg the scene of the encampment
(now ch the Idlewild property), then
in tHe midst of huge redwoods whose
blackened stutnps tell the story ‘of
Ahe lumbering activity in the region
in the’ '50's. © Hebard died June 1,
1894, 4
(Next week: Alma. resches its péak
after the arrival of the railroad. im .
1874-18-79; shipping and commerce
and summer resorts spring up, thes
declines with the coming of the aw-
tomobile, 'The story of the Fiood




