


The majority of this growth has come in -

Sr$ons over 65 years of age and in the Mexican-
arican or Chicano ethnic group, which, according

anning Department estimates, makes up over 40
of the cny s population 4

“Watsonvnlle 5 farmworker populatlon is here to
stay for as long as there is agriculture and is
probably going to keep earmng low wages. There-
fore, as long as these conditions remain, reasonable
_ housing for farmworkers is going to be a ‘sorely-
ﬂeeded item,” the report said.

is revising its housing element, that part of the

~ appears to be the only hope for decent living
~ conditions for many households.

- “I don’t want to get into govemmem-subsxdlzed
n 'ng Commmwh repart Furthermore, consul-
tants feel ‘that, based on population changes,
panish-surname and other _minority groups will -
18t ‘ of the total cxty

see incentives gweﬂ btﬁld’ei*s to develop low-mcome
housing.
Unl‘ortunate}y, most developers would rather

" can build, sell and forget about, rather than multi-

At the present time the Watsonv}nlle Cxty Council

general plan which sets housing goals and direction
of fpr the future. In the meantime, sudsidized housing

_housing, but I don’t see how else we can do it,” said
‘Mayor William “‘Bill” Johnston, who would prefer to

r  stick to single-family homes, something that they -
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Watsonvxlle has a total of 860 subsxdlzed housing
units in its planning area, representing half of all
subsidized units in Santa Cruz County, dxspm the
fact that the area contains onty 19 percent of the
county’s population. While it is clear that Watson-
ville needs low-cost, subsidized housing, city of-
ficials do not want their area lmpacted with ldh
sidized housing. '
So far a major federal program in the WM

~ville area has involved the California Housing

Finance Agency, which provides mortgages to first-
. time homeowners at an interest rate of 7 percent, but.
 only if the cobt of the house does not exceed

Also. in effect is the Housing Rehabilitation ﬁ
gram, which provides loans for fixing up substan-
dard homes and apartments.

The most popular aid appears to be the Section 8

; rental program in which families pay 25 percent of

their total income for housing with the federal

- government plckmg up the remainder. The program
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