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BERKELEY (AP) — If a
new long-range weather fore-
casting method under study at"
the University of California
holds water, abundant  rains
should drench drought plagued
Northern California next year.

The study compares weather
patterns in Northern California
with weather patterns in a sec-
tion of western Mexico reach-
i&‘uz from Mazatlan to Salina

By this reckoning, rainfall .
during the next rainy season —
Nov. 1, 1977, through April 30,
1978 — will Total 160 per Zent of
normal, said climatologist Or-
man Granger ‘

Then, for the next two years,
Granger’s figures.show, rain-
fall will be about normal.

Granger said the research
shows that weather patterns
here follow patterns in the Mex-
ican area by seven years. .

Granger claims the system,
when checked against past ex-
perience, boasts an accuracy
rating of 95 per cent. But he is
quick to add that next year
could be one of the “five times .
in.100 we are wrong.” .

The system compares weath-
er patterns in similar areas.
The latest research, to be pub-
lished in the American
Meteorological Society’s
Monthly Weather Review,
matches rainfall figures for
most of California against those :
for western Mexico.

The study was triggered
research comparing a Nor
African drought area with one
in the Mediterranean region.

Granger’s thesis was based
on the supposition that the
earth’s atmospheric system op-
erates as a whole, and there-
fore there must be some long-
range connections.

“We looked for parallels
elsewhere and we found a
strong relationship between
what was happening in western
Mexico and what is happening
in California,” he said. “But
there was a time lag that lets us
foreshadow what’s going to

happen.”

Long-range forecasting is
still a matter of hit and miss,
and Granger insists his techni-
que is “foreshadowing,” »not

“predicting” weather.




