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Groove With the Redwoods

These are rocky times for
cation in California.
Berkelev—the crown
campus university

higher edu-

Radical students at

of the state’s nine-

system—have tried to
shut down their school in a running battle
with the regents over an experimental
cowrse taught by Black Panther Eldridge
Cleaver. Last week, San Francisco State
—part of the state college system—erupt-
ed it violence over the dismissal of an
English instructor, while the voters were
deteating a bond issue for university con-
struction. Amid this upheaval, the uni-
versity's Santa Cruz campus is fighting to
carm out its charter: to innovate and to
experiment with new  academic forms.
NEWSWERK EDUCATION editor Peter Jans-
Sen reports on the experiment:

Santa Cruz sits in 4 setting of remote
grandeur; a redwood forest overlooking
Monterey Bay. But ity commitment is to
the real world. The campus  opened
three vears ago with 652 students living
i trailers. Today it has 2,500 under-
graduates—and 110 graduate students—
divided among four residentia] liberal-
arts colleges. Each has its own academic
area of emphasis: Cowell, humanities.
Crown, natural sciences; Adlai E. Steven-
son social sciences, and Merrill, which
opened this  fall, poverty and humun
rights. The university plans to add a new
college a vear. Each college will Told
00 students and have its own
classrooms, residence houses, dining com-
mons, libraries, provost and tellows
tpartments.  Undergraduates  wil take
about half their courses in their own col-
lege—which they choose upon admission.

Work: Students at Merrill (named for
. 5650.000 gift from (he trust of Charles
E2 Nerrill of Merril] Lynch, Pierce,
ner & Smith, Ine,)
o vear off campus—helping migrant
workers in California, in community de- ¢
velopment in Peru or in primary schooly
e the Upper Volta, A first group of ten
Merrill students s working now i Se
side, Calit., o black community near FFor
Ordtryving to prevent school dropouts,
On campus. students study Africa, Islam,

abont

Fen-

will spend as much nice place,”
cisco, “but

a- with

country,” sayy Stacey Widdicombe, di-
rector of Merrill’s field programs and a
: Foundation representative
s place has a fantastic rele-
Young people.” Merrill prov-
Bell, who taught econom-
and Lincoln University
the Rockefeller Founda-
time, is trying to make
the college a “participatory democracy.”
Merrill into groups of
and faculty constituting
“town meeting” to set the

tormer Ford
in Brazil. “Thj
vance to
ost Philip \v,
ics at Haverford
and worked for
tion at the same

He has divided
fifteen students
a college-wide
school’s academic and social policies.

Santa
arades, adopting
tem. Students are

calism
Modern  American
works  through
studies, one  for each
stead of traditional departments.

Garden: So far, the school
ular.

for a4 950-member freshman
higher

itsell, on 2,000-acre ranch

students move

life. so some students grow  their
thing: about
garden in the middle
growing vegetables and
callv. They eat the
chalet-shack

the  main
passing by can help himself.

Santa Cruz is now in a crucial period.
Its newness s wearing off. “Sure, it’s a
says a junior from San Fray,-
vou see the same people all
he time, after a while you want to hide.
At first everyhody turned on. Now ev-
rybody works in the garden or grooves

the redwoods.” Some programs,

particularly in professional fields, have
been delayed by the regents, Gov. Ron-

ald Reagan and budget cuts: some fac-
Central and South America—and minority  ulty have Jleft. There is a money prob-
sroups i the United States. “The main - lem. Sunta Cruy

themes here are
people are

86

the kind of things young

p
talking about all over

the

cannot  spend more
student than any other
system; it therefore has

ublic funds per
niversity in the

Cruz has thrown out formal
instead a pass-fail SVs-
allowed to teach some
courses and inifiate others, such as Radi-
in - American History and the
Novel. The faculty
campus-wide boards of
discipline, in-

is very pop-
It got 6,500 applications last spring
class, a
ratio than any other schoo] in
the state except Stanford. The campus
about 3
miles north of town, is isolated. The ad-
ministration discourages the use of cars;
about on a red and vel-
low elephant train, There is little social
own
50 of them tend a 4-acre
of the campus,
flowers organi-
vegetables in a small

above the garden and take

et Howers every morning to a stand on

campus road where anyone

Santa Cruz ¢

McHenry :

ampus, Reagan with
'l'own-gown tensions

to raise about $700,000 i,
to start each new college.

The very nature of the school, with
its socially aware students and off-cam-
pus work, almost invites problems. Dur-
ing the summer, local black militant
proposed that one of the new colleges
be named Malcolm X College and he
devoted to “instructing in the black ex-
perience.” The idea way popular with
many students—although there are only
about 30 blacks on ¢

ampus—but univer-
sity chancellor Dear McHenry dismissed
it as “not a

practical possibility,” “We
get in trouble with some of our bright
kids here,” says McHenry, o 58-year-old
political scientist. “Ouy student hody is
young, a lot are 16 and 17. Many don't
know what they want-—to major in; hiir
they know they're going for 4 Ph.D. We
need a balance of older. and business-
and engineering-type students. I'm wor-

private money

ried about a new conformity here, a ljl,-
eralism bordering o radicalism,  of
too many people thinking the game

thoughts.” Those fears, of course, do not
particularly hother the younger faculty
or students. “I have complete faith we’f]

get into trouble,” says - Widdicombe,
“but we'll survive.”

To the Drawing Boards

For vyears, Columbiy University  has
boasted” of 4 first rate architectur|
school, and then steadily ignored its ad.
vice. In fact, students, faculty and neigh-
bors fault Columbia's new buildings on
campus—and its expansion it the Morn-
ingside Heijghiy community  on e
grounds: architectury) sterility and iy
regard of others’ rights. Now new ie.
are being drawn. Last week (he univer
sity hired [\ Pei. (] city planner
architect witl, reputation: for designing
some of the most exciting building, ),
the country  (such as Harvird's John I,
Kennedy Memorial Library wnd  New
York’s Kips Bay Plaza), 1o plan its futire
expansion. Pei, the university's first long
term planner this century, said he wilf
take about 4 vear to develop a muster
plan—which ]l include a review of (he
gymnasium that helped set off Colum-
bia’s student revolt last  spring.  He
promised to do it with minimum ol

dislocation,”

Newsweek. November 18, 1968




