_ beginning of next year.

By DONNA KIMURA
Sentinel staff writer

CAPITOLA — Longtime City

Manager Steve Burrell is leav-
ing Capitola to become the top
administrator in Hermosa
Beactt: :
* He is expected to announce
his decision at tonight’s City
Council meeting.

His new job will start at the

Burrell

Burrell, 45, has been city manager here 14 years and
is credlted with helping make it a commerc1al power
in Santa Cruz County.

_ “His talents don’t ever stop,” Mayor Ron Graves
said Wednesday “He is concerned about every citi-
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Burrell will take job in Hermosa Beach

City Hall, said Graves, who was on the City Council
that hired Burrell in 1979.

Burrell will be leaving one California coastal city
for another. :

With 22,000 residents, Hermosa Beach has a popula-
tion more than twice that of Capitola, The Southern
California city’s $10-million operating budget is rough
ly $2 million more than Capitola’s.

Burrell said the move will give him a chance to
spearhead the revitalization of Hermosa Beach’s old

downtown.
Maintenance in the area has fallen behind during

the last several years, accord;m to F 7
Mayor Albert Wiemans.
”Wemmwmmmwmmm Wiumam

said.

Burrell was chosen out from 87 applicants seeking
to replace former City Manager Rick Ferrin, who took
a position in state government.

“Ninty percent of the applicants were impressive,”
Wiemans said. “Mr. Burrell came out on top.”

He is one of several new faces that may be in Her-
mosa Beach city government next year. A Nov. 2 elec-
tion could place a new majority on the five-seat City
Council.

Burrell said he will earn roughly the same as his
current $92,000 salary. His Hermosa Beach salary will
be about $87,000 plus several benefits such as a car
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He has been a key figure in the
commercial growth of Capitola.

Burrell also has been involved in
the rehabilitation of Capitola Vil-
lage and the city’s wharf.
~ When Burrell began with the
city, fields complete with grazing
cattle could be found on 41st Ave-
nue. The street has since become a
major commercial thoroughfare in
the county. -

Longtime City Councllman Mick
Routh, who was mayor when Bur-
rell was hired, credits the adminis-

or with developmg the area,

shopping éen“ters\ -

o We're losing one of. esla?

‘ %ers in Ganmah(}ahﬁo% L

Toni Castro, director of the

apitola Chamber of Commerce, -
said Burrell helped bring some of
he large department store!t"wmt

he year” in 1987. ;
‘Routh attributed Burrell’s m
aire to the “political climate” cre-
by city Treasurer Glenn Han-

Kanna who was elected hst
year, has claimed that officials
mishandled a $10 million city bond

« in 1986 when the c1ty did not make

problem was correct
mty did not default, accor

‘Attorney Art Danner, but
ined that a cnminal

! % Just wish Mr. Burrel the be
“of luck in his new job,” Hanna said
Wednesday “That’s all I have

mm
~ There has been no pressure on
Burrell to leave, according to City

“Were really;orry he is goingr
‘be gone,” said Councilwoman
r aret Fabrizio. “It’s a move up
for him.”
It is just the nght time to keave, ‘
Burrell said.
- His daughter graduated from
Soquel High School this year and
his son is in the eighth grade at
New Brighton Middle School.
rrell said he wanted to move
before his son started high school
so he would be able to spenﬂ four
years at one school. e
He’s returning to a familiar area,
having grown up in Southern Cali-
fornia. Before coming to Capitola,
he worked as an assistant cit




