By BUD O’BRIEN
A new scheme for developing
»the Porter-Sesrion property in
Aptos into an Asilomar of the

~ arts has been advanced by the
. holders of a 99-year lease on the

prize piece of beachfront prop-

_erty near New Brighton State

~Although nobody from the
development firm of Confer-
ence Associates would com-
_ment, it was learned that
representatives of the firm had
been in contact with state offi-
cials to see if they would be
receptive to the Asilomar pro-

Under the proposal, which is
in no more than the embryonic
stage, Hare, Brewer and Kelley
(the parent company of Confer-

_ence Associates) would sell its
lease to the “state, then would

New plan for Wingsprea

An Asilomar of the arts?

act as concessionaire in oper-
ating the Asilomar-type com-
plex that would be built on a
portion of the 66-acre piece of
property.

- Exactly what that complex

‘would consist of is not clear

from sketchy information that

- was available Monday. State

Sen. Henry Mello, who was

-approached by a representative

of the developers to determine
his reaction to the proposal,

-said he understood the complex

would include conference and
seminar facilities, as at Asilo-
mar, as well as community
performing arts facilities and
some condominiums for use

Right now, Conference Asso-
ciates has made applications to
build one of two alternative
projects on the property. The
one it prefers to develop —
dubbed Wingspread Beach —
calls for the construction of a
performing arts complex, some
295 vacation rental units, and
some recreational playing
fields. The alternate project
calls only for the construction
of a complex of 198 rental units,
with no performing arts or rec-
reational facilities included.

But those proposals, particu-

larly the larger one, have run
into some of the same proce-
dural (and political) road-

blocks that have plagued the
_developers since they first

advanced plans to develop the
property more than five years
ago. Powerful opposition to any
private development of the
property surfaced as soon as
Hare, Brewer and Kelley nego-
tiated its 99-year lease with the
University of California —
owners of the property — in
1978. 7l

The property and its use
quickly became a political
issue, with one faction clamor-
ing for state ownership of the
land and its use as a park, and
another supporting the devel-
oper’s proposal to present the
county with badly-needed per-
forming arts and recreation
facilities as a sort of reward for
allowing the development of the
big vacation rental project.

At the instigation of Senator
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