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f Aptos/La Selva firefighters and | ' . ’
’ | members of the district’s board baCk'tO'baCk activity
4 met last night to consider a pro- i st
{ { posalto shift from paramedic vans and multlple e
i to fire engines equipped with med- FeSpPONSESs. One =11
jcal supplies . for responding to . -
| medical emergencies. , : always values hfe
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1 any changes in the system until Qyer property.‘ i
the board meets mext week to Deputy Chief ]
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ing fiscal year.: :

The proposal, presented by Dep-
uty Chief Philip Scofield, is seen as
a cost-cutting measure for the dis-

trict, which faces up to $400,000 in

i budget reductions. It would be the

first time Santa Cruz County has .
used an engine-based {paramedic
system. .. ek eod

Currently, there: is one para-

' medic van staffed with two. para-

medics at Rio'del'Mar’s Station 2.
 The proposal calls for two fire en-
gines each staffed. with one para-
- medic, a firefighter, and a ‘captain
at Station'2 and Station 1, located
on the ‘western edge of the Aptos .
districti a0 SiNE R . ke

“1t. could help us, solve. ou ,lbpg
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standing problem;of getting engine
staffing to three,” ‘ng;bﬁeld‘Said,‘ i
The proposed . change . was
prompted by the fact that Station 1
and 2 respond ‘to about 86 percent

of all medical emergency ¢
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back-to-back activity and multiplex
responses. One’
over property:tis e i @i
Scofield also pointed out that
more than 80 ‘percent of all fires
occur in these two areas,. maki

engines there, !

reduce . costs . by | as ' much’ as’

$60,000, - said Fire
Mornard.’ ' - 5
But. the

‘impossible_is.
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it logical to house the three-person i

. Eliminating’ ~paramedic:-vans
from' front-line service " could also:
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tion came out against’ the pro--~:&

nen

posal} expressing: concernthat it
would lead to a reduction in over-
all service. - Districts ‘would " no
longer have “scoop and run” capa- ©
pilities and would instead have to :
rely totally on commercial ambu-
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lance services to transport victims™
to hospitals, members pointed out. &

Fire Bdai‘d"‘-l'-“ﬁrés’ident. Steve

Mills concurred. “There will be a _

‘change may be inevitable. .-
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_that_ makes. this, 50,

aid Mills. “We've got to make a
udget without knowing
e've got S
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rify what ambulance !

ded liminate . non-essential

has been
$15,500 feasibility study on‘merg-’

ing the Aptos/La Selva, "Central, ©*2 -
‘Scotts Valley, and Branciforte fire ,
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districts into one.

Deputy Chief ~Scofield anad
nounced ' that five cellular tele-iit
phones were donated to the fire*
in'

district by Cellular One to assist
disaster response. . . '
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hired to complete a’’

decrease in service,” he said. Butzut
' faced with the possibility of major: |,
slashes in the district's budget, the o~y
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that we don’t know ;.
_:how. much the, state will give. us,”,
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1d be available:if the s+
dopted St ,‘u‘:i:;
atters; the bdard de-"*"
LEN
~ expenditures until a new budget is' .
~d d ' Chief 'Mornard an-"i+
“nounced *'that" consulting  firm* =
/', ~Ralph. Andersen and ‘Associates”
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