/j \ »"‘y‘/h‘.,/L..ﬂ N o
Lo |

The Drug Scene

Fo.

And Drug Abuser

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following article
begins a four part series into the local drug
abuse picture. The opening story offers an
overall view of the drug scene and those in-
volved in it. Upcoming stories will further

- “examine thé drug abuser, local programs

created to help him, as well as reasons for

<drug abuse.

By TOM HONIG
Sentinel Staff Writer

About 15 ears ago,. Leslie’s father dis-
covered that she had been experimenting
with marijuana. ‘

In a vain attempt to put a stop to her ac-
tivities, he sent her to'a psychiatrist.

Today, Leslie is a member of the Drug
Abuse Preventive Center in Santa Cruz. She
joined that group five years ago following a
nightmarish journey through heroin addic-
tion.

Her father? “Now he smokes pot with my :

brothers,” she declared.
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That example is a good indication of how  Presider
drugs — and drug abuse — continue to creep feels the
into our daily lives. - has suf
Local authorities on drug abuse agree that ~Waterga

the drug scene is much different than it was + make no

when it first grabbed the media’s attentim ~ What he
in the 1960s. The psychedelic era is over, predeces
having been replaced by a less structuref, prosecut
aimless sort of drug activity. ' He adc
Bob Kardon, director of the Communily ~ president
Counseling Center in Santa Cruz, describid ~ an option
the difference. P oug
“"Three years ago, our crisis calls at nigit At his
indicated; a heavy volume of psychedelc press cor
bummers and acid freakouts. That wis flally rej
about the end of the speed freak era, ande wage and
bad paranoid trips behind speed.” | inflationti
At that time, according to Kardon, thee ' “Wage
were also several people who overdosed)n  are out,
heroin, : . declared,
‘He also
{Continued on Page 2) cutting dr
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| (Continued from Page 1)
! Now, LSD freakouts are rare.

. | Heroin abuse seems to have
' leveled off. **Some young people

got the message that heroin is

highly addictive and a bad

trip." commented Kardon.
That's not to say drug abuse

is a diminishing problem.‘h‘s ity sthons. : Who is the drug abuser?
But youth has certainly not : 7
not. i cornered the market on drug _ The headline - grabber is of
Authorities agree that the . . course the heroin addict.

current trend among the young
is toward an indiscriminate use
of several different drugs —
sometimes at the same time.”
Drug experts call it “*poly «
drug’’ activity. Poly - drug
users calmly take *‘whatever is
going around,” Kardon said.
*They take an upper or a
downer, mom’s tranquilizers
and maybe three beers,” Kar-
“don pointed out. He added that
that kind of drug usage can —
and does — include occasional
use of LSD and heroin. The
danger, of couf'se, comes when
different sorts of drugs are

. **Now they (drug abusers at
the high school level) are
mixing marijuana and alcohol.
That means they are taking
drugs in double dosages,” com-
mented the Rev. Doug Cox,

drug abuse counselor for Santa .

In telling her story about how
her father has taken to smoking
marijuana, Leslie Morse was
not trying to ridicule him. She
instead was illustrating how
drug usage is being accepted by
American society at an alar-
ming rate. If you doubt it, Mor-
se suggests, turn on television
tonight and count the jokes
about marijuana.

Kardon feels that drug abuse
by youngsters is simply a
reflection of our society. That
society, he said, gives a stamp
of approval to the use of

" Oriental or Indian, Kardon

an occasional LSD trip, takes
uppers, downers and
occasionally heroin? Kardon
said it indicates that he is shop-
ping for the drug of his choice.
“And that makes perfect sense
because it is accepted in our
culture.”

Before World War II, he
probably lived in the ghetto and
was part of a minority group.

Today, he could come from
any walk of life — rich, poor,
middle class, black, white,

noted.

1f you had a specially desig-
ned television which could bring
into focus every heroin user in
the county, you would see plen-
ty of different sights.

You would see a man and a
woman, having just plunged a
needle into their arms, forget-

- sk “poisons from our medecine ting about their problems and
g Thenlmpact f°f drugs cahinet — both uppers and feeling ohso good. ' mﬂ;s
secoms il o o e P e
Kardon reported. * Kardon said-teday’s young lying on a cot in the county's g yp;

Recent studies have shown
that the use of alcohol by high-
school age students is
skyrocketing. What the studies
have not underscored is that
alcohol is being used in conjunc-
tion with other drugs.

people receive a message from
our society that drug usage is
okay, *‘but we'll define which
drugs to experiment with.”
What does it mean when a
high - school age kid smokes
marijuana, drinks beer, takes
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 though, isa her

detoxification ward , his face
looking like death itself, lean
over and throw up.

You would see a woman with
“that feeling” coming over her
again searching for her pusher.

If you had looked at your
special television a few hours
eatlier, you would have seen
that woman, perhaps with the
aid of a friend, break into your
neighbor’s house to steal

All drugs — alcohol, sleeping
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enough items to support her (Co
. . , $100 a day habit. On
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y ' Swiss cheese,”” commented Joe

vided for the release of fluor-
escent particles from four loca-
tions — three from areas in Los
Angeles, Torrance and Santa
Ana to simulate automotive ex-
haust and the fourth from a
smokestack in the Long Beach
area to simulate industrial
emissions.

The paths of the smoke-size

categories.

For example, pickup of 2 32-
gallon can weekly will cost $2.05
per month for the first can and
$1 monthly for each additional
can. Present charges are $1.75
monthly for the first can, $1.60
for the second and 40 cents for
each additional can.

For container service, some

Vitanyi, director of Sunflower
House, an in - patient home for
recovering drug abusers.

Each person has “holes” in
his character or personality, he
said. In order to mature, a per-
son must come to grips with
those shortcomings. Religion.
philosophy, education and
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