* Aptos mobile home park
rent increase challenged

Midents of a mobile
m park in Aptos will go
to court Thursday to try to
overturn a rental increase
that they claim violates a
‘county ordinance.

Ai class-action lawstﬁt on

of the residents of

‘the Seacliff Mobile Home

Park was filed in Santa

! Cﬂll County Superior Court

. 19 after eviction
‘were sent out to 111
Mreni

Judge Donald May issued
a temporary restraining
' on the evictions until

. . 3hearing.
~ In the class-action suit,

nt Richard Chinn,

*:*a.m <

lined the history of the for“Anychangehf\’_ul

dispute as follows:

Last January, the owners services...whi
of the Seacliff Mobile Home but are not
Park informed residents unmetered utilities s
would be by the owners...M
increased 328 a month rental pr
April to $181. park resident’s pror.

that rent

which had been
the previous Octobe
owners la
meter with ind
meters for each
home space.)

‘cost in their nmuf

of governme

y - incl

of these costs.”
- Attorney James b
ho represents the‘vﬂ-
ts, said this par
' ; key to their
‘the owners erred h
osing a pro-ratedm

not been to evxct 69
mple, but to interpret a

‘vague portion of the

(county) law.”

~ One reason the owners

filed eviction notices, he

:ﬂ was that they could

quicker decision in

a
mmcipal Court (where the
eviction hearings would be

‘held) than in Superior

Court, where lawsuits are

~ “We were concerned with
'~ the time element. The
' backlog of cases in Munici-
pal Court is only four

& - weeks as opposed to eight

ruled that the prorated util-

y increase was illegal

under the County Ordi-

e
the ents are

‘ , were OK'd by

Mpaldbygthrgﬁsla&lﬂ
- However, on May 20, the

g;te incl‘eﬂ’ﬂhw
Mao powet te ugﬁue
_decision). .

~In protest to that action,
69 the mainly
residents of the mehﬂt

ing mp;sn{‘ebeﬂgat porﬁen of
the increase which in;

wzm:&
and May, and $9 per
then, has been held in a

mnted to $11.17 for:
t per month since

"weeks in Superior Court,”

Jensen, of San Jose, said.
_He said”that the owners

have imposed the prorated

utility costs without know-
ing exactly how much the.
real costs would amount to.
If it turns out there is a
savings to be had for resi-
dents, the owners have

ed a rental reduc-

'ﬁn he said.

 “Seacliff has a monetary
sidxe in the outcome of the

suit,”Jensen said, “but we

nmmmmw
e clarified.”



