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facts, it appears that Ordi-
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“If you keep it en, it is
almost an illegal act.” :
Mrs. Breen and her hus-
band, Harry, hammered at
the board members later in
the meeting with the con-
tention that owners of sev-
eral thousand building sites
in the Midcounty would be
allowed to pay the substan-
lower connection fees
in effect last week because,
they had applications in
‘process at the county build-
ing and planning depart-
ments.

the owners of approxi-
mately 3,000 building sites
would be eligible for
decreased water connection
fees.

Both Johnson and Dis-
trict Counsel Robert Bosso
refuted the Breen’s argu-
ment, saying the board and
audience that water con-
nection permits now are
not issued until the
cant has a building pomit
in hand, and they are
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mandate water saving
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“This was passed as an
emergency ‘measure am!i
was intended as a
ment tool,” she said. “It h-!
very ciear that we do mti
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rescinded two years ago.
Anyone now applying for
water, including those with
county building’ lottery
numbers, will pay the full
connection fee.

That statement was sup-

ported by Aptos Seascape

General Manager Dean
Wise who said his com-
, one of the largest and
oldest Midcounty land
developers, paid the full
connection fees on two sub-
divisions approved by the
county recently.
County
Builder’s Exchange vice
president Bruce Reed told
the board that salt water
intrusion was a very slow
— “almost as slow
u the process of lifting this
moratorium’” — but so far
as an overdraft is con-
cerned, ‘“we just don’t have
an overdraft.”

“We are interested in a
recharge program, a moni-
toring program,” Reed con-

tinued. ‘“That water is our
life Nood just as much as

anybody else’s, because if

_build homes, there has

to be water to serve
those homes. But from the
data that has been intro-
duced, I can not see that
we have salt water intru-
sion or an overdraft.

“T would urge the board
to go with the water conser-
vation program, to look at
ways to recharge and ways
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added. “We can all get out
for of it if we put our heads
together and figure out

‘some solutions. I haven’t

anywhere in the whole
process where anyone has
been at loggerheads over
the process.”

District critic Lawmwe
Frommhagen, who lives
outside the district on Old
San Jose Road in the
Soquel Valley, but now has
“property interests’’ in the
district, told the board that
the moratorium ‘“‘was basi-
cally counter-productive.”

“T ask you to lift the
water moratorium,” Fro-
mmhagen said, ‘‘but
strengthen the water con-
servation portion a! the
ordinance.

i urge you to enact a

modest increase in water

rates, hookup fees and an

excess use fees — including

economic sanctions to

enforce conservation.

““Unfortunately in
society, that is the onl
way it (conservation)
works,”’
added.

Water board president

Ken Izant told Fro-

mmhagen that’ the water
moratorium ordi
conservation portions

included, would be res-

cinded Monday night, and
‘directors might consider a
new conservation ordinance

at a future date.
Water directors were
Ww of their’ public
— first in impos-

M moratorium on the
) growing portion of

Santa Cruz County, and
then finding out six months
lahr that their information
‘wrong, and then
ing to rescind their
actions.

“To maintain the credi-
bility with the people,”
Director Dan Kriege said,
“we should lift the morato-
rium tonight. I don’t think
this board will allow new
connections if we don’t
have a supply of water.”

Board member Larry
Bargetto agreed. ‘‘When we

the moratorium,
we le't&d in a prudent
manner.”

“Now, I take the position
that the moratorium is no
longer justified. To take the

Frommhagen

position that because of the
threat of salt intrusion you

- should thereby have a mor-

ltmum, every water dis-

~trict in California, certainly
vy along this whole coast and

bably in the United
States would have morato-
riums.

“Just because there is a
threat that, as Mr. Scal-
manini has said, probably
existed from the start of
geological times, I don’t
think we have the right to
sit heresas tin gods or
martinets and impose.
something based on a lack

of scientific evidence.

“If scientific evidence of

the future says we should
have to curb our water

supply, then we may do
some restricting again.

‘‘At this point in history,
I think it would be very
unjust, unfair and kind of
dumb to have a marm)-
rium.’ .

Director Jack Beebe
_agreed, and made a motion
to rescind the ordinance,
seconded by Mervin Gari-
botto. It passed unami-
mously.



