bed virtually every corner of Santa
Cruz County, cataloging local

Whale Ranch is one of the best

eople are upset about plans fungus habitats he has ever seen.

ut timber on the Grey Whale
m ‘is that the 2,400-acre site
: JIC Santa Cruz is home to

specles of rare and;qk»

72t

orn and the shy Salmon
~;m,i:wooft}s spec:eso!;uu,

fungi. And he says that the Grey

The Ranch is home to at least 500

varietiw ot‘ mushrooms acccordmg “But they ve only been found in the

on the ranch have not yet been
named by science, and of those, six

- are not known to ‘oceur anywhere

else.

“(These  mushrooms) - definitely

live in other areas,” Arora said.

-ones we know are there.”

Most of the mushrooms found on

‘t‘he Grey Whale are mycorrhizal,
meaning they only grow in associa-
- tion with living tree rootlets with

which they exchange nutrients.
“The mushrooms need ljvmg
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tree usually kﬂls all of the mush~
rooms surrounding it.” =
Arora’s information on the

'mushrooms has been pivotal in per-

suading the California Department

of Forestry to delay plans to begin

logging on the Grey Whale for sev-

Arora is pressing for a smdy oer
of at least one year. o
“I'm genuinely concerned abou
the mushrooms, this is not a dela
ing tactic,” Arora said. “Tha
why, if the place gets logged

. eral webks. But because. A T
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mushrooms come up once some mi
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