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ATTY REEDY didn’t
go into police work
-4 with any high-minded
tideas about saving society.
b “Hey, I came into it for
ithe money, the job potential
wand the growth potential,”
*Santa Cruz Police Depart-
“}@n%nt’s newest sergeant —
ot

said. “I’'m sure somewhere
wdeep down I want to help

_it late in high school because

I knew the field was going to

be opening up for women, and

I was looking for a course of

study.”

After two years at Cabrillo
College and two years at San
Jose State University earning
a degree in criminal justice,
the Santa Cruz native was
hired by the Santa Cruz
Police Department. The year
was 1980 and Reedy made five
— five women on the force.
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first woman sergeant —

*people. But I got interested in

‘Hard work pays off

stripes

Today, besides Reedy,
there are two women police
officers working for the 69-
member department.

But Reedy doesn’t like to
focus on that. :

“When you play up the

female aspect too much, you
take away from credibility,”
she said. “Some people might
have been hired (in law

‘enforcement in general) at

different times because
they're female, but you won’t
survive because you're
female.

“I've paid a lot of dues
here. I've been around & long

time. I don’t feel I got pro-

moted because of my sex.””

Deputy Chief Steve Belcher
confirmed that. He has
watched Reedy’s career
since she was hired and said
the 30-year-old woman ‘‘was
promoted on the basis of her
ability.”” - ;
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Santa Cruz police depariment’s newest sergeant, Patty Re

edy, is also the agency's first woman ser
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