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Wilderness Yachts—his father made Violins,
his grandfather designed the first hydro-.
planes used by Evinrude. John builds two
boats, the Wilderness 21 and a Wilderness
40. The Wilderness 21 became well known
when local sailor Amy Boyer entereq the:

Atlantic Race for Small Boats, The raceisa
showcase for most European manufacturers -
Amy was the first woman to finish and the .
eleventh to finish over all. In the | 980
TransPac for Small Boats she finished third
overall and was the first woman across the E

finish line.
John’s emphasis is on speed, but his
approach is somewhat different from others, -
He looks for ways to make his boats stronger
and lighter than the competition. With a
lighter overall boat he can add a deeper
draft hull which means more cabin depth
while maintaining ULDB speed. Unlike
most ULDBs that sacrifice cabin depth for

-

e

space industry. He uses uni-directional
fiberglass which is expensive but stronger
than standard fiberglass. He also uses
Klegecell, a lightweight foam, between
layers of fiberglass to reduce weight while
maintaining strength.

“

Ten years ago Santa Cruz was
Just another yacht harbor whose
most distinguishing feature was
the Army Corps of Engineers’ in-
ability to keep the Channel open.

Ten years ago Santa Cruz was just another
'yacht harbor whose most distinguishing
feature was the Army Corps of Engineers’
inability to keep the channel open. Today
the silting problem continues, but silted-
in or not, the creative energy from Santa
Cruz'sboatbuilders has overflowed around
the_globe. The change is probably most
evident in Santa Cruz’s traditional Wed-
nesday night races. In the early seventies,
the race participants would often cast a
disdainful eye on the mavericks who ignored
‘the rules, while flirting with speed. Today,
the grumbling has stopped, and many of
the grumblers can be seen chasing Merlin
around the course in their own ULDBs—
that is, if they haven't finagled a ride on
Merlin. | .
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speed, his forty-footer has over six feet of
headroom. John borrows from the aero- :
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