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A | , a passerby extended
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; From Our Correspondent
Monterey

| A golden-yellow plume
jzof gas streaming from the
 istacks of the Pacific Gas
I& Electric Co’s huge pow-

o

1y in S. F.

L | new 24-hour record for natu-
-iral gas consumption in
quthel'n California, the Pa-
(cific Gas and Electric Com-
| pany reported. A total of 3.4
| billior® cubic feet was deliv-

jered up to 7 a.m., Wednes- |

{day, about 75 million over
| the old 1967 record.

e

er plant at Moss Landing
Is arousing citizens along
this coastal area from San-
ta Cruz to Big Sur.

i The gas is composed of ox-
ides of nitrogen, a key com-
pound in the air pollution
problems of centers like Los
Angeles and the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area.

Until last fall it was un-
known around the shores of
‘ Monterey Bay. It has erupted
|since the utility expanded its
gMoss Landing plant to make
{it the largest of its type in
| America.
| Now PG&E has pledged to
Ecurb the fumes from its smo-
| kestacks, but the Air Pollu-

21

Flhen)
: /9T
Pollution Attack on PG&E

braces Santa Cruz and Mon-

terey Counties is weighing

proposals for tough new
stapdards specifically regu-
l'atl‘ng the power plant’s em-
issions.

Yesterday, here in Monte-

rey, a newly-formed Citizens
Committee for Clean Air led
by a group of biologists and
physicians charged that the
plant is an “‘encroachment
on health and an affront to
aesthetics.”
The Committee announced
plans for a protest meeting
here Friday at noon, and a
march through Montesey’s
streets to the P, G. & E. of-
fices.

On Monday the ten mem-

tion Control Distriet that em-
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From Page 1

bers of the Air Pollution Con-
trol District — five Supervi-|
sors from each county —|
meet in Santa Cruz to consid-
er two new regulations pro-|
posed by the District’s advi- |
sory committee.
One would limit discharge
of oxides of nitrogen from
the Moss landing plant’s
stacks to 500 parts of gas per
million parts of air. The oth-
er would insist that when the
plant burns fuel oil in winter
it use only high-quality oil
containing less than half of
one per cent sulphur.
EFFORTS
Utility company - officials
opposed both rules at a meet-
ing in Salinas last month, but
have repeatedly pledged con-
tinuing efforts to eliminate
the fumes.
They said that when the
big plant was enlarged last
fall oxides of nitrogen were
emifted at a’' rate. of 1475
parts per million. Changes in
boiler operation have already
cut this to 1000 parts per mil-
lion, .the engineers said, and
new techniques are being de-
vised to -cut the emissions
still further.

At a press conference at
Moss Landing Tuesday
PG&E vice president Freder-
ick W. Mielke Jr. said that
air pollution is a ‘“‘subject of
intense concern” to the com-
pany. He noted that this
year, when the plant was ex-
panded, the nitrate fumes ap-
peared for the first time to
the complete “amazement”
of engineers.

The plant burns natural
gas most of the year, and
natural gas is considered one
of the cleanest of all fuels —
as an answer, in fact, ‘to
many air pollution problems,
Mielke said.

He noted the company has
retained consultants in mete-
orology and engineering to
minimize pollution by the

weather patterns to make
sure the emitted gas poses 1o
health or crop hazards.

The company contends that

Pollution Attack
On PG&E Plant

before any harmful gases
reach the ground.

But Dr. John R. Goldsmith,
a physician and head of the
State Health Department’s
environmental epidemiology

| unit, said that pr edicting

ground concentration of the
gases is difficult until more
is known about the local me-
teorology and wind patterns
of the Moss Landing area.
CONSEQUENCES

The power plant’s emis-
sions of nitrogen gases, he
said, “could have pretty sig-
nificant consequences affect-
ing the agricultural industry
of the area if the gases react
with hydrocarbons and the
reaction products remain
near ground level for any
length of time.”

Dr. Goldsmith said the pos-
sibility of human health haz-
ards, while more remote,
should still be weighed care-
fully.

A group of scientists from
Stanford University’s Hop-
kins Marine Station in Pacif-
ic Grove and the University
of California at Santa Cruz
charged that the Moss Land-
ing plant is now emitting
more oxides of nitrogen ev-
ery day than all the power
plants in Los Angeles. High
levels of ozone—an irritating
gas that is a reaction product
of the stack gases with hy-
drocarbons—have heen found
at ground level nearby, they
said.

A compant spokesman said
the scientists’ figures are ex-
aggerated, but that the im-
portant thing is to make de-
tailed ground-level studies
throughout the year. The util-
ity pledged to co-operate
with the A IR Pollution Con-
trol district in these studies.

“p.G.&E. is committed fo
finding a way to eliminate
the yellow-brown haze,” said
vice president Mielke. ‘““We
havé good reason to believe
the problem can be solved.
We are giving this matter at-
tention at the highest levels
in our company, and we have
retained the foremost ex-

its high stacks.and the local

perts we can find to assist

winds dissipate the emissions us.”




