Not having a dam on Soquel
Creek has become foremost on
the minds of many Capitola res-
idents.

While city councilmen zipped
through public hearings on a
zoning map, city budget and
alsign ordinance (see story
.|above), much time was spent
on discussion of the lagoon
t|foreclosure Monday night.

s| The question left unanswered
was: Since the county recom-
mended the lagoon not be con-|4
-Istructed, and..since the .state
said the lagoon could not be
built on the state beach proper-
ty until county approval is giv-
-len, why isn’t it posted by one
of those bodies?

The major hangup in answer-
ing that question is: At the
present time, neither the state
elor county has developed pollu-
tion standards for fresh water
I | stream. And until such a stand-
ard is set it appears doubtful
that anyone will be responsible
for posting the Soquel Creek
_|as polluted and unsafe for
swimming.

\

council session that some peo-

current “hanging situation.”
“| City Manager Ryder
summed up most of the feel-
ings.
a county recommendation not
Plto dam the creek. One of them

to post the creek and notify the
Pl people. The city is the one suf-
fering from this thing.”

This morning, county health
officer Dr. Richard Svihus said
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It .was obvious at Monday’s
“Iple were not satisfied with the
Ray

“It’s a state beach and

Pishould take it upon themselveg

Creek

setting up a county pollutlon
standard for fresh water}
streams. He said the depart-|
ment plans to make a recom-
mendation on the matter inf
about two weeks.

' Said Svihus, “What we rec-
ommend may be precedent set-
ting for the entire state, since
the state does not have pollu-
tion standards for streams.
Therefore, when we do make
our recommendation, we want
to make sure it is reasonable
and safe, and one which we can
stand behind.. We have no justi-
fication in posting until we
have a standard.”

In May, the county environ-
mental health department rec-
ommended the Soquel Creek
dam not be built for swimming
purposes, because tests indicat-
ed a fecal coliform count of
465 at some places. A state
health department official then
stated 'a count of 200 has been
used as the low pollution stand-
ard for water contact sports by
the Regional Water Quality
Control Board.

However, going over the rec-
ommendation, the city council
voted 3 to 2 to build the dam
anyway.

That seemed fine with resi-
dents, but the state later said
the dam could not be built on
its beach property until the
lcounty gave the State Depart-
ment of Beaches and Parks an
“all-clear” notification.

It appears the situation will
remain in a state of “limbo”
until the county health depart-
ment comes up with a recom-

his department is “proceedmg
cautiously, but thoroughly” in

mended standard.



