Pulitzer Prize, 1956

Chip Scheuer

in

Si

President Bush talks with Leon Panetta, witl Mardl Wormhcudt and Gary Patton, | &
W

Iy

right, during his tour of the Pacific Garden Mal

Big crowds fill downtown Santa Cruz |.

By JENNIFER SASSEEN needs to be done,” said
| STAFF WRITER Campbell’s wife, Peggy. th
Crowds lined the streets Some tPef’Ple lapp?iren!:tllyl th
- vere not so pleased wi

&‘“_"’"‘““d“‘rﬁ thi Pta c:f:c Gatn}len “God bless those ;‘msh’s visit; Nognkester said lsll

i ﬂagregigwog;c % : ?Pgesxdent Bush said she, saw a police officer writing

Bush, who came to Santa gﬁz i o Santa Cr , CBuscd damege v 5 ticket for an-unknown reason
lto get a firsthand look at the  fop.. o Fed Cross s 83 billion, o a man carrying a sign read-
= ﬁh Sake den e then helpmg_to clean up th . said the state ing “Impeach Bush.” Other
q ’ area. Five died in the : | reserve for eople carried signs readin
quickly drove out of town on community. $ad peop gn g

( Ocean Street in a black limou- “You are the cause of destruc-
i sine surrounded by CHP offic- bit of that,” tion in this country” and “The

ers and Secret Service agents. ‘said efore tuming  Drug War is a Disaster.”

Wt Babik rie vaalive that saying, “Youre go- Santa Cruz resident John
this is a bad situation if the lotabout the  Fallon said he did not go
president is corming,” said Eil- fundlng. downtown to see Bush, but was

een Noonkester, an Aptos res- in the area on other business,

ident who said she was on the yesterday, Noonkeste and did not think Bush’s visit
would have any effect on the

rday.

earthquake,
9 on the

Bush, a strong advoc
volunteerism, said, *
ceiling on the compassio
American people.”

rale a httle bit for

UC-Santa Cruz campus when  hopeful Bush’s visit woui t to eome to town )
the quake struck. the city get federal me v t’ll help release  area.

Like most other people in- rebuild. 1s. “A disaster is a disaster,”
terviewed in the vicinity of As Santa Cruz re ere’s nothing like  Fallon said. “He’s here and
Center and Cathcart streets Travis Campbell said, i@ scene to tell what See BUSH page 11 »

o AN \mvﬁ-(f ;..



» From page 1

whether he comes or not, that’s
not going to change things.”

Teresa Darling, of Santa Cruz,
said she had come downtown to

get into a Center Street office

building her family owns, which
she had been allowed into yes-

terday. She said, however, that

law-enforcement officers had re-
fused to allow her inside the
building, which bordered a cor-
doned-off area, during Bush’s
visit.

“I'm really not quite sure what
good it will do,” she said of the
President’s visit, “but I'm pleased
he’s making the effort.”
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Linda Rush, a lifelong resident
of Santa Cruz, said she’d been
shopping in Ford’s Department
Store — portions of which col-
lapsed and crushed one woman
to death — just a few hours be-
fore Tuesday’s quake. She said
she knows one of the injured
salespeople and also the owners
of Johnny’s Sport Shop, at the
south end of the mall, which sus-
tained damage in the quake,

“This is the most devastating
thing, I think, to hit Santa Cruz,”
Rush said. “At least, in my life-
lime.” :

Rudy Torres, a Live Oak resi-
dent who is general manager of
he recently remodeled EI Pal-
omar Restaurant on the ground
loor of the Palomar Hotel on the
nall, said he thought Bush’s visit

was a good sign the merchants
and residents hurt by the quake
would get help.

The future of the Palomar Ho-
tel is in doubt, he said, because
the third floor of the building re-

portedly sustained a bad crack.

. “As far as the restaurant it-
self,” he said, “it’s bad, but it’s
not that bad.”

Torres said restaurant owner
Jose Esponizia hopes to rebuild,
but was searching for a restau-
rant to lease in the meantime. If
he finds one and gets into opera-
tion, he plans to give out free
food “and do everything we can
to help the community,” Torres
said.

Torres said he was in his office
at El Palomar at the time of the

. quake and plaster started falling

down, a new big-screem TV
crashed to the floor and glasses
flew off the shelves. He said he
was grateful all the customers
and employees got out safely.

“I just figured, in my mind, I
was going to have to dig people
out,” he said.

Santa Cruz resident Kendall
Hill worried about the economic
and cultural loss the damage to
downtown will mean to the
community and said he thought
Bush’s visit would help bring di-
saster aid a little quicker.

“These businesses — this is
the heart of Santa Cruz,” he said.
“Without these businesses, this
town’s going to be in sad shape
for years.”




