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North Coast Feud Now Centers On Nuclear Plant

By WALLACE WOOD

Sentinel Staff Writer
Like a rich uncle. Pacific Gas
and Electrie Company has walk-
ed into a family feud and wound
up as the center of it because
of its proposal for a $200-million
electric power plant near Dav-

enport.

Not only does the idea of a
“nuke” plant raise the hackles
of conservationists who want to

John R. McCallie said he asked
PG&E to call Thursday’s news
conference to announce it is
taking out an option of 6,800
acres of Coast Dairies and Lands
properties.

McCallie said he has heard
speculation about the plant for
several months, but until re-
cently PG&E would only con-
firm ‘“they have been looking
for sites, but have been unable

es threatening the “priceless
environment of this county.”

Faitz numbered the nuclear
plant proposal as one of several
things threatening the North
Coast, including freeways and
urban sprawl. McCallie ‘‘ap-
pears to support” the nuclear
plant idea, Faitz said.

Not everybody is fighting the
PG&E plant. Francis Gregory,

10 - acre minimum agriculture
zoning, but took no action large-
ly because of the request of
Coast Dairies and Land’s at-

torney, Gene Adams, that the
hearing be delayed. It will be
opened again in May.

The holding zone, conserva-
tionists hope, will stop develop-
ment for at least one totwo
years until a precise zoning plan

continuing the hearing, but lost,
3-to-2.

Adams had pointed out that
Coast Daries and Lands man-
ager Fred Pfyffer was in Swit-
zerland at the time, however,

| discussing the property with the
glandowners

Yet this zoning issue was
knocked down, somewhat, at
Thursday’s news conference

holding zone “as long as our
proposals are taken into ac-
count.” McCallie added he has
“no intention of changing his
support for the holding zone.”

In response to a question,
Melke also said PG&E could
legally arrange condemnation of
land for force location of a
power site, but added, ‘“‘we
would never do this. We pre-

times the cost of overhead lines,
and it would mean cutting a
wide swath of land with deep
benches and cuts through the
hills, scarring the whole area.”

PG&E has a policy of “mak-

ing power lines compatible with
the areas they must -cross,”
Shackelford added.

Threats of radioactivity for
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from the Seaside District, which
covers the North Coast as well
as most of the City of Santa
Cruz.

Yet it is a plant which may
not be built at all, or at least

calling the proposal an ‘“‘atomic
pollution plant” which would de-
grade the environment.
Another challenger, Henry
Faitz, announced Thursday he
is pulling out of the supervisorial

indicated it will not only pro-
vide jobs, but will stimulate the
Davenport area’s development.

Environmentalists and conser-

vationists are also mad because
they blame PG&E’s proposal for

Aptos Supervisor Ralph Sanson
at the last hearing: “Do you
have any plans whatsoever for
any«development whatsoever of
any* kind whatsoever out
there in the next few months?”

“Even agricultural zoning
presently permits an electrical
generating facility by use per-
mit,” County Planning Director
Bert Muhly replied fron the au-
dience.

ed on by another newsm an,
who asked if the large trans-
mission lines to carry power
from the plant to the San Jose
area might go underground.

“There is an immense cost

generator to explode, since it
uses a totally different type of
“fuel” and is built differently
fron a bomb. The Atomic En-
ergy Commission also places

! : 4 i : : 8 DI strict safety precautions on all

not for a number of years, ac- race and threw his support delaying a ‘“‘holding zone” plan Sapson aslied. - Adams , veplied, And PG&E vice president to undergrounding,” PG&E reactors to prevent escape of

cording to PG&E. to Harry as an ‘‘environmen-  for the North Coast. Supervisors ~ “None, whatsoever.” Sanson, Fred Melke indicated that  chief engineer Burton Shackel-  all but the lowest level of radio-
Present Seaside Supervisor talist” who would fight the forc- were holding hearings on the with Henry Mello, voted against PG&E might not object to a ford replied. “It is about 20 activity.

NN




