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Loch Lomond may. reopen this ye

By PAULINE ZENNER" The reservoir, which holds 1.6 bil- could open. :
Sentinel staff writer lions gallons, is 53 p(elrcfnt fulli and . Ifhrii;:s c%ntliinue throaui%hitl\{
: : rains were expected to continue Loc mond Rangers s
Ay S PO Sty e, 9P Dobemen o 1
cials predicted Loch. Lomond could be _ 10t is good news for water officials,  “When it finally opens, fishe
open for recreation this spring for the peparﬂn dgu;grg a;ﬂpysg:tfaigfrgﬁ,, ot nmd& leeping a
first time since the drought began X for its water supply.
i Bill Kocher, city Water Department
=«As of Wednesday afternoon, Loch  director, said Loch Lomond res '
Lomond, the city’s water reservoir, is currently at 549.5 feet above sea
had added 130 million gallons since el; it must receive ancther 40
Friday, according to water officials.  gallons, reaching 560 feet,
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vthere in five years.”

.f Meanwhile, steady rains ‘were
,;accompanied by bursts of hi
%n qualls throughout the afternoon

.,and evening, bringirg at least 2%
‘»inches in mountain areas as of 6
. p.m. ;

.» “In the last 24 hours we've re-

'-ceived .87 inches of rain, almost
;,one-half inch fell between 2 and
'3 30 p.m. and the storm is just com-
.ing in,” said local weatherman
'Ronald McDonald.

i “The season is at 21.48 lnchu
.. Normal rainfall is 20.46. Last year
we received only 6.60.”

The Newell Creek watershed at
_:«Loch Lomond has received 12.81
wmches since Feb. 9.

- “This rain has been a godsend,*
:Kocher said. “We’ve received four
times more rain than we did last
‘year at this time. It’s still too early
to'say for sure, but if we continue
to go in the d1rect10n we are, condi-
‘tions look favorable to have ‘all wa-
ter ratlonmg restrictions lifted this
_summer.’

The community, he said, has
proven that it’s pretty good about
‘Wwater conservation in the past six
years.

. “Our preference would be to let
people exercise their own judg-

‘ment on rationing,” he said. ,
. Rain, heavy at times, is expected
;tb continue through Saturday
‘morning, clearing Saturday after-
‘noon, according to the Naﬁmai :
Weather Service,

- Empire Grade was closed in both
directions for several hours
Wednesday afternoon due to a fall-

/en tree.

Confirmed road closures in the
«ws “Hcounty include:

® Highland Way, three miles
. from.Spanish House, due to slide.
# ® Murphys Crossmg, closed for
the rainy season.
- ® Lee Road at Struve Slough,
due to flooding. ‘
® Highway 9 south of Felton, due
" to-a major slide.
- @ Trout Gulch near Valencia
Road due to a downed tree.




