By PAULA CUNNINGHAM

Kids who have dropped
out of school, have made a
general mess of their young
lives, and want to “start
over” often are referred to
the Santa Cruz County Neigh-
borhood Youth Corps at 944
Front Street.

They come to NYC Direec-
tor Joyce Wallace, unload
their problems and ask her
for “a chance.”

“I listen to them. I can
usually tell which are the
sincere ones and those who
will never come back to the
office after filling out an ap-
plication. I make them be-
lieve their ideas are impor-
tant; that somebody does
care what happens to them.
So many of them have been
put down so much they think
there’s no hope but still
they are willing to try to
‘make it’ in the adult world
if we give them a chance in
our program,” she says.

This June marks NYC’s
fourth year in Santa Cruz
County. A part of the federal
anti-poverty plan, NYC is an
organization set up.on-the
local 1evel to help young
adults from poverty-stricken
families stay in school and
teach them a trade or devel-
op a skill that will enable
them fo lead a productive
adult life.

The Santa Cruz Neighbor-
hood Youth Corps started
out in 1965 under founder-
director Colonel Kelly Bryan
as a 12-week, $63,000-budget,
city-sponsored summer pro-
gram. It involved 250 youths,
ages 16-22, and proved so
successful that it expanded
into a year-around program.

Since then, approximately
3000 young people have ei-
ther worked in or been ex-
posed to NYC. The corps
went county-wide in Septem-
ber 1966 due to need, mak-
ing it county-sponsored, and
the 1968-69 budget is the
highest ever at $302,670.

The corps operates on a
yearly contract basis with
the Depaptment of Labor in
Washington, D.C,, according
to Mrs. Wallace. The federal
government provides 90 per
cent of the financial aid, the
local government picks up
the remaining 10 per cent.
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bills, such as the telephone
bill, with appropriations
from the general fund. Each
year NYC renews its con-
tract with the Department of
Labor.

“It is very difficult to de-
velop a contract with the
money which is allocated to
the program by the Depart-
ment of Labor,” “she says.
“The government demands
certain standards—a quality
program with inadequate
funds.” .

Mrs. Wallace joined NYC’s
original staff in 1965 as as-
sistant director. In 1967 when
Col. Bryan retired, the su-
pervisors asked if she’s aec-
cept the position.

“It was very flattering. I
was the only woman director

in our region (California,
Alaska, Hawaii) when I first
took -over.”

Working with young peo-
ple is not new to her. Prior
to NYC she was employed by
the Salinas High School Dis-
trict.

The corps deals with two
groups: Kids - in - school and
out-of-schoolers.

Low-income family poverty
is the common bond. In-
schoolers are kids struggling
to stay in school but who
cannot afford fo buy school
clothes, books, or Iunches.
Out-of-schoolers are kids who
dropped school because they
had to help support a wife
and child, their own family,
illegitimate pregnancy, drug
addiction and numerous oth-

Youth Corps graduate Sharon Hollo-
“way now is secretary in the district
attorney’s office.

er reasons. The corps helps
them stand on their own two
feet and earn a little money

by placing them in job train-

ing programs and giving
them a small wage for their
efforts, 1

“People don’t come to us
without a problem. Believe
me, they have problems,” the
director emphasizes. “They
have to come from a low in-
come, practically destitute
homes, to qualify for the pro-
gram. They have te make up
their minds to come in and
talk to us. They must want to
help themselves. We'll give
90 per cent if they'lk give
just 10 per cent.” = -

Over the past three years

. 450 youths have been involy-

ed in the out-of-school pro-
gram and 1600 in the in-
school. Mrs. Wallace notes
that the federal government
has put a definite limit on
the amount allotted to hoth
the in-school and out-of-
school cases. An in-schooler
is allowed to work a 10-hour
week and earn up to $640.
The out-of-schooler, because
he is more dependent on
money for survival, may
work up to 32 hours weekly
and earn $2880 in NYC a
year.

Job training is a major
part. of the NYC program.
NYC enrollees receive skill
training in non-profit organi-
zations such as nurse’s aides
in hospitals, clerk-typists in
city, county, and state gov-
ernment offices, parks and
recreation maintenance work,
mechanical training in the
City Corporation Yard.

NYC trainees have worked
416,900 man-hours over the
past three years up to March
1969 for payroll earnings of
$541,970.

However, job training is
not the ultimate goal of the
Santa Cruz Neighborhood
Youth Corps.

“School before work is
mandatory,” declares Mys,
Wallace. “Out - of - schooleys
are the most challenging. We
will do everything, even
stand on our heads to keep
a kid in school. Before they
can report to work they must
attend school. Education ig
our main concern, though
job training is equally vital

Center for Boys. He worked
nine months in NYC under
Supervisor Shay Gilmore. He
joined the Army last March
and now is serving his coun-
try in Vietnam and will get
an honorable discharge next
spring.

® Sharon Holloway. Came
to NYC as an 18-year-old div-
orcee with one child to sup-
port, jobless, and no high
school diploma. Was deter-
mined to keep her daughter,
Lisa. Was placed in public
guardian’s office by NYC.
Now is on county’s payroll as
stenographer beginner and
will be getting diploma this
June.

® Earl Neve. A high-
school drop-out, he had used
psychedelic drugs. His proba-
tion officer referred him to
NYC after Earl had been set
“straight” by the Drug Abuse
Preventive Center. NYC as-
signed him to City Buildings
Department where he work-
ed under direct supervision
of Gunner Haskell He
couldn’t use hands produc-
tively at first because of
nerves, and smoked three
packs of cigarettes a day.
Mr. Haskell showed a
sincere interest in him, and
got him to cut down on

smoking. No visible improve- ;

ments in three months until
Haskell’s unexpected death.
A  one-time hippie-type,

Earl dressed up in a suit and *

went to Mr. Haskell’s funer-
al. He started to show first
definite signs of improve-
ment and was reassigned to
the city parks and recreation
maintenance work. Garden-

- ing work outside in fresh air

helped hi

from parks maintenance to
Soquel Elementary School
District transportation and
took care of minor repairs
and mechanical maintenance.

. He improved to the point.

that he obtained a job with

‘a service station and left the

corps this year at the end of
January.

“Oh, we cried, the both of
us, when he left NYC,” re-
members Mrs. Wallace. “He
was a changed person.

“When he finished the
corps he had regained self-
confidence and self-respect.
He told me when he Ileft,
‘Don’t worry about me, Mrs,
Wallace. I have it in my
mind that I can make it. I
want to leave your program
now so I can make room for
someone else who really
needs you like I did.’”

® Then there’s Barbara
Hunt. A school drop-out at
15, mother of two at 17, a
non-supporting husband, un-
skilled with no parental
guidance. She had enough
desire and determination,
however, to start a new life
for herself and her children
and came to NYC for help.

She didn’t make it the first
time, but she came back in
June 1966 and now is self-
supporting and holds a cler-*
ical-typist position at UCSC.

“If Barbara could do it,
anybody can,” says Director
Joyce Wallace.

It’s kids like Barbara that
make Mrs. Wallace, assist-
ant director-counselor Elmer
Brudvig and secretary-coun-

- selors Norma Byrd and Vicki

Romandia believe in Neigh-
borhood Youth Corps.

One of Direé'ror
Joyce Wallace's

NYC graduate
‘winners,’ Earl Neve,
comes back for

visit. Below,

Barry Love, is
current NYC enrollee
working at City
Corporation Yard.,

LEONARD J. LIEST, M.D. -

announces the openihg of his office
for the practice of Psychiatry

at

540 Soquel Avenue
Santa Cruz, California 95060
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$254,100 and the county’s
tab is $48,570.

The county’s sponsorship
does not mean extra taxation,
Director Wallace explains
that the 10 per cent support
is largely given in the form
of office supplies, building
space, office maintenance,
The county also covers NYC’s

vl wul program.

“Thirty - two out-of-school-
ers have received their high
school diplomas, after join-
ing NYC. You can’t imagine
what an accomplishment yoy
feel when you see a drop-
out get his diploma, That
just makes everything worth
it.”

She smiles, “So we don’t
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THERE 1S SOMETHING
NEW UNDER THE SUNI

have 100 per cent winners in
NYC—but we have enough

kids who are, to make the
Diane Talbert, NYC corps worthwhile.”

enrollee, attends high Here are three winners:

. ® Cal Richards. Came to
school af night and NYC, friendless, a high
during day works in

S e school drop-out, fresh out of
the public guardian’s Sacramento’s Californig

gadfer

office. Youth Authority Correction
SPECIAL
3 f} SR
i Permanent Wave
5% Regularly $20

NOW $12.50 PLUS

Free Can of Hair Spray

Lenora’s

House of Beauty

706 1 Capitola Ave., Capitola
Phone 475-7311

PARAOISE

featuring award winning stylist
PATTI GREEN and Introducing
MAURINE GUNION, formerly of

PROCE!
Bella Donna

PAT. PEND,
in Watsonville

A revoluﬁonary new met
Paradise Kittens' Jett Vs
ee.has resulted in the 1id
lo&est, most ﬂexib]e*s]zo.
ever worn, Paradise craft
eliminated all the excess .
and lining to Lring you tl
:feat]xerweight ﬂa&eretl. E
the first to wear them!

@ Frostings
Regularly $17.50

Now $14.50

® Bleach
regularly $20

Now $17.50

Five Stylists to Serve You
Patti, Ruth, Maurine,
Janis and Patti

Nanette Nielsen, NYC enrollee is de-

veloping stenographic skills in the
County Clerk’s office.

Easter Fashions just for you

Suits and Dresses all so new, Come in, we'll try ‘ , :
our very best o help you look your Ioveliesf.

“Dorothy’s “Design Studio

Commerce Lane Facing Parking Lot Between Church and Walnut

1326 Commerce Lane 426-6166

Shoe Salen, downtewn, Pacifie a




