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Sentinel Staff Writer*

_ SMNTA CRUZ — Broken windows, shards of glass,
ieruman walls, piles of trash.

at the corner of Barson Street and anerszde Avenue looks
like these days.

s'heyday in the '70s, the New Rwersnde attracted
th& "Qat and near-great of Santa Cruz. They came to soak

only aute cuisine” Chinese restaurant in town.
- The ever-gracious maitre d’ Francis Tong — now

fastically greet his guests at the door.
side, there were many splendors to absorb. Not only
New Riverside serve up delicious food, but nightly

ln short, it was a place to be and be seen.
Today it's a 22,000-square-foot dinosaur of'
nmﬂgesemblmg the Bronx more than dow

“It's a real blight,” said Santa Cruz po
~on a recent journey through the
rant’s dark corridors. 8

or the past two years, the NewsHiverside has b
the b kpack-totmg transients that flock to

a ze,‘sai Howls e
lice have posted “no»trespassing" signs o
Bqt just as quickly as they're put up they

ago the cx,ty condemned the building, bu
op the night owls from sneaking into it
zrams. we find-“a lo‘t of th

ors. Rubble is everywhere. Portions of the ¢
een pulled down. Even the China map has
ff the wall.
one corner, Howes pointed a flashlight to a b
tion of carpetmg and said, “Looks like they
he

“That's what the once-proud New Riverside restaurant »

the rich, spicy Szchewan sauces. Back then, it was the.

‘owner of several restaurants bearing his name — - would

nment — until the City Council revoked its license

" Abandoned trucks and cars sit stripped of  their
valuable parts in the parking lot. Weeds over-run the -

~ sidewalks.

Soon, all this will change if the Gavilan Development
Corporation, Inc. gets its way.

Spokesman Malachi Sanchez said the Soquel-based
firm hopes to close escrow on the property this wgk If
they get a go-ahead from the city planning comnﬁs@m
Nov. 10, demolition of the New Riverside will begin.

Sang;héz said Gavilan is planning to build an 85-room
“‘Queen Anne'’ style motel on the property. Construction
of the $6-million pro;ect mxght helgm as early as the ﬁrst

art of 1984, with the opening in late summer.
” The Vlctorian-styleqmote 1 be called the Riverside
Garden Inn, said Sanchez. ;

. The Gavilan Corporation bought the property from w
Letky Corporation of Los Angeles and Hong Kong. 'Hm&
firm had leased it as a restaurant until its closure ‘two
years ago. -
" Tronically, the latest proposal for the property bm;gs
ull circle. Ongmally the land housed the Riverside
Built back in 1872, the hotel burned to the grounﬂm
d-40s. It was then rebuilt as a restaurant.
plans to demolish the.

hez said his. compan,
which is presentl; *3' wooo-gquarwm !nt
in anew. : SRR
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China, now torn

off the wall.
Out in the

lot are a varie-




