Thc ‘economic picture in the Pajaro Valley for .
me first quarter of 1982 was not a rosy one.

Compared to the first quarter of 1981, more
unemployment claims were paid, home sales were
down (although the average sale price was up)
and the Collection Bureau of Watsonville had a
heavier case load.

The number of weeks of unemployment claims
paid by the Watsonville office of the state
4 ent Development Department jumped

from 53,684 to 59,009, although the number of new
x elaMts dropqed slightly.
10ld Hamilton, manager of the Watsonville
Mment Development Department, said the
'f.wny high rainfall during the first quarter
was a major factor in pushing the payment figure

up. ;

&
The rains have pushed back the agnculture
‘harvest — and the opportunity to work for people
in that industry — by several weeks, Hamnlton

Wn things go bad for the agriculture industry
/in the Pajaro Valley, it tends to have a residual
effect on business throughout the area, Hamilton
said. The unemployment rate for Santa Cruz
JGOW was higher for the first quarter this year
than last (14.6 per cent to 12.4 per cent). There is
mm avallable for the Watsonville area.

At the Collectlon Bureau of Watsonville, David
Hemrick said the increase in case load volume is
in part due to the economic downtown, but said

_ the ability of the bureau to get nroré*business is
‘also a factor. The collection ratio (which
_Wwed slightly for the first quarter this year)

lly goes up in the second quarter, Hem-

drop in home sales in not unique for
nville — sales are down all ~over the
‘The




