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CAPITOLA — Despite objections
by two hospitals, council members
have given their support to a medi-
cal center proposed here.

The City Council voted 4-0
Thursday to approve a conditional
use permit for a 24-bed hospital
planned at Bay Avenue and High-
way 1.

Councilman Bob Bucher, whose
wife is a real-estate agent for the
health center, abstained from vot-
ing.

The proposed Capitola Health
Center would include an outpa-
tient surgical center and doctors’
offices.

“I haven’t met anyone who
doesn’t want choice in the health
care that is provided,” said Doug
Byrd, a general partner in the cen-
ter. “That’s what we are offering
— a choice in getting their health
care needs met, and that’s excit-
ing.”

Ground will be broken on the $10
million project in June and it
would open about June 1995, Byrd
said, noting the opposition from
the existing hospitals in the coun-
ty.

“It’s been three years of sheer
hell fighting Dominican Hospital,”
Byrd said.

Local hospital administrators
contend the new facility would pro-
vide care only for those with the
ability to pay, leaving Dominican,
which serves the northern part of
the county, and Watsonville Com-
munity Hospital, which serves
south county, to pick up the tab for
the poor. -

“Although the council made the
decision they thought best, we
don’t agree that the Capitola
Health Center is in the best inter-
est of the community,” said Sister

Please see CAPIOLA — A3

Capitola

Co;ztinued Jrom Page Aj

Julie Hyer, president and chij
ecutive officer of Dominicgnlefne):
prgpared statement Friday. :
ecause the proposed facili
would not have an emergellalctgf,
room, critics charged that it would
not see pbatients who do not have
glﬁ}fgﬁe ph};)smian, which includeg
é nhumber of Medi-C -
1nsut;ed patients, 2 ar’-ld -
“If you’re going in the acute-ca
hospital business, you should be fr?
the acute-care hospital business 24
hours a day,’.’ said John Friel, pres-
g‘i’:?t anqli:hlgf executive officer of
sonville Communij i
i ity Hospital
He wished the develo
/ pers good
izlalicnl; dwtl}tlhtthe p}t;oject, but n;gain-
at another facility i
s 1 acility is not
“They don’t need us, but the
co'In‘qﬁnunitif does,” Byrd éaid. 5
€ center will obtain a license
to serve Medi-Cal and i
tients, he said. ke
The project was approved wi
S, 1
about 35 conditions attached to lt?
Including a requirement to build a
loop road to the center, limiting
the numbelj of doctors in the build-
Ing at one tlm_e to six; and develop-
ilr;%itlatndsc?%mghto enhance the
at next to the n 4
e earby Soquel
The city also hag said that a
; n
change in the use or the phasing o¥
the project will have to 80 before
the City Council for approval,




