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By JOHN McNICHOLAS
Sentinel Staff Writer
SANTA CRUZ — It was a relatively
quiet night, county emergency officials

[pounding rain caused some road closures,
ncluding one lane of Highway 17.

A 70-foot-lonig slipout a mile south of
the summit undermined one northbound
ane of the busy highway, snarling com-
-muter traffic for more than an hour this
pmorning, said CalTrans spokeswoman
[Lynn Reich in San Jose. The lane will be
iclosed for five to ten days she said, with
signs directing traffic around the threat-
ened portion,

A mudslide near Aromas ruptured the
main gas transmission line into Santa
Cruz County, said Dick Smith of PG&E.
iGas was shut off at 9:30 this morning, but

Dave Hedges, Freddie Thompson at Bean Creek Road cave-in.
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Smith said a parallel or standby pipeline is
operating and should meet the needs of all
small businesses and residences in the
county.

Heavy gas users, such as nurseries,
food processors and UCSC were ale
and have shifted to other sources
energy.

The damaged main is 10 inches
diameter and packs 400 pounds of pr:
sure. Aromas firefighters evacuated so
20 residents near the slide on Anzar Roa

Heavy showers and thundershowe
predicted for today continue to ham
army and county crews working to ¢
through mountains of soft, moving m
and give access to isolated residents i
Lompico and Lockhart Gulch.

The rain should decrease Friday, sai
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