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Pot club faces

city crackdown
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complaints,” Wells said.

Meanwhile, she hopes to find a
new space to distribute the med-
ical marijuana and wants to keep
the Seabright house for adminis-
trative uses only.

to apply for permits.

“They are working with no per-
mission from us* whatsoever, but
we are looking at it objectively,
forget the politics of it,” Stuben-
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ple to relieve suffering caused by
diseases and illtiesses like HIV,
migraines, cancer and anorexia.
Wells opened. Santa Cruz
Cannabis Pharmaceuticals April
7, just days before the City Coun-
cil approved an ordinance that al-
lows recognized associations to
cultivate and distribute medical
marijuana to qualified patients in

Sugar said he fears that if the
city doesn’t regulate its medical
marijuana associations “100 per-
cent by the book,” the federal gov-
ernment will be more apt to inter-
vene.,

“We are now drafting guide-
lines and criteria. ... I'm sure Kate
is all above board and she will

small home on Seabright almost two
weeks agp, said she wants to comply
with city rules but has no plans to
abide by Monday’s notice.

City officials said Wells, a lawyer,
never obtained the proper permits
to open. A permit was needed be-
cause the house was previously
used as a residence and is zoned for

the use was inappropriate because
the neighborhood is largely residen-
tial and because a school and
church are nearby.

Chief Building Official Dick
Stubendorff said Tuesday the city
could legally shut down the non-
profit group but is giving it a chance
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nance without first communicat-

ing with the city permit depart-
ment,” Wells said. “We are the
ones caught in the middle. We’ll
do whatever we have to do and
Jump through whatever hoops we
have to, but we don’t know what
the hoops are. They could red tag
us, but it won’t close us down.”

Wells said she picked up permit
application forms Monday.

“I think the city letter (ordering
a shut down) was a knee-jerk re-
action. coming from neighbors’

have rules in place we can pro-
vide assurances to them that
these operators are above board.”

Wells said the new city ordi-
nance doesn’t make clear the
zones in which a marijuana oper-
ation can operate. She said such
uses should be allowed in resi-
dential areas.

Asked if she would close down
if the city ordered her, she said,
“Hell no. Hell no I'm not going to
back down.”




