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m&%wm% t, Ruth
Going, Inc. of San Jose, to study

M
the city’s 37 traffic signals and overall
traffic circulation.

 The consultants list the following

htﬁe most troublesome intersec-

~ *River Street and Highway 1
@ «cﬁgquel Avenue, Morrissey
B ard and Water Street
*Mission and Bay streets -
%ssnon Street, nghwayl and
Mut Street
- *Ocean and Water streets

So far they’re on the money.

&u‘prxsmgly, however, the consul-
mm  say every intersection in the city
s within acceptable federal traffic

v standards.
! Only the River Street/Highway 1
and Soquel/Morrissey/Water in-
‘tersections rank low by those stan-
. when comparing volume to ca-

ty.

ey They fall into a category, defined

as “Conditions approach unstable

w, with tolerable operating speeds
“being maintained though considerably
_affected by changes in operating con-
dmons Fluctuation in volume and
‘temporary restrictions may cause
substantial drops in operating speeds.
‘Drivers have little freedom to ma-
neuver, and comfort and convenience
-are low, but conditions can be toler-
‘ated for short periods of time.”

uer'le'hey re losing some credibility

&.mm:ndwmm%

consider making

 average speed along Seml Avenue
~ between Front Street and wrriuey
in the afternoon is 10.7 m '

sped is 12.5 mph along ater Street
and 12.8 on Mission-Water streets
between River Street and Highway 1.
- The study proposes a number of
solutions, including redesign of the
Hnghway 1 and River Street. This
summer, Caltrans plans to w}den that
intersection, making three through
lanes in each direction on Highway 1
and two left turn lanes from River
onto southbound Highway 1 and two
left turn lanes from Highway 1 west-
bound onto River (toward town.)
The study also sa “;'s the city should
ater Street one-
way westbound from the intersection

and the west approach leg of Soquel

Avenue a one-way street eastbound,

either to Poplar or Seabnght Ave-

nues.
The stoplight et 8-
quel/Morrissey/Water currently has

four separate phases. The result, says

Helmer, is that 75 percent of the
traffic is stopped at any one time. The

. consultants recommend one phase be

eliminated. Helmer says the intersec-
tion need left turn lanes, like the
Ocean and Water intersection. If that

‘could be worked out, he says, signals

could be synchronized with those at
Hagemann Avenue and Park Way.
Councilmember Laird is screaming

for synchronization of traffic signals.

That may be the most popular-ever
political stance, being that no elected
official so far has called for eliminat-

*traffic a top priorety.

mmmmmm

" So far, the c'it‘y‘vf“'i;as. only

chronized corridors — Laurel
at Front, Pacific and Center, and
‘Mission Street at Walnut La
Bay.
The city, Helmer says, as
the first on the West Coast to
wnreless system on’ Laurel

more efficienﬂ‘ y. There are 30
fewer stops, higher average
lesser pollutants and bette
time for cros&town trnps ;
says.

lights sychromzed on Water ‘
River, Pacific and Center. Tho
of Santa Cruzans ‘would llke
that, too. ;

The maJor problem of sychmgm
lights along other streets, he says, it
the distance between intersections.
“Different dnvmg habits resul
drivers arriving at different tis
Crosswalks, left and right turns
driveways all result in fluctuati
speed. :
If Laird is yelling about w
congestion, it’s probably OK ‘with
Helmer since he says he’s wondered
why past City Councils have not m j

council Tuesday nig
poin a new Traffic Co: 10
and charged them to come up

Hmmwmmmms




