Rachel Mayo, Watsonville center director.
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working for years in Pajaro Val-
ley’s agriculture industry.
Beatriz Carrillo is a Spanish
speaker who began taking En-
glish classes last summer at Rad-
cliff Adult School. At the
to  Watsonville Center, she plans to
, , take both English grammar and
B began last month  conversation classes.
i Watsonville clas- “Before, I wasn’t able to take
gantinue until clas- classes because my kids were at
on registra- home, but now they’re in school
at Cabrillo’'s main  and it's my turn,” said Carrillo,
08 Jan. 18-20. Clas- a Watsonville mother of four.
|94 The spacious lobby, smelling
Watsonville resi- of wet paint, retains its past look
abin, who signed with teller-type windows where
at the new center students sign up for registration
¢ of the students at- and services. A glass-coverqd
1llo classes in bulletin board that held public
re adults. Drabin notices in the post office is re-
mputer classes a  painted and will be used to post
) to learn skills for  student notices.
jrivate use, after Please see NEW — BACK PAGE
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Most of the downstairs has been
converted into six classrooms, in-
cluding a computer room and a
dance room lined with a hardwood
floor.

The 10,000-square-foot facility,
more than double the size of the
former Watsonville site, also has a
small bookstore and a snack bar
area. Upstairs there is a seventh
classroom, and offices and tutorial
rooms that overlook the downtown
plaza.

Cabrillo has offered classes at
the downtown La Manzana Center
since 1987, making higher educa-
tion more accessible to Pajaro Val-
ley residents while boosting the
number of Latino students. Since
the center opened, Latino enroll-
ment at Aptos-based Cabrillo Col-
lege rose from 5 to 15 percent of

the student population. ,
Because of the exp
Watsonville enrollment is
to jump from 850 to 1,200 t
said Rachel Mayo, direc
brillo’s Watsonville center
ceive state funding as ar
off-campus center, en
needs be at 2,000, equali
500 full-time students, 1}
center is considered an offi
gram, it will receive mon
Cabrillo’s general fund
amounts to about $170,000°
Mayo plans to expand
ment by offering a variety
ses at the Watsonville site
students sign up for one
Watsonville, but have three
offered only at the main ca
Aptos. 'They choose to ta
their classes in Aptos beca
more convenient, Mayo sai




