


Ws Junkles, lawyers, and overage teenyboppers outdomg one anotlter

spandex display of mammae and mammilla. ..

~ “The difference between a long-haired Enghsh malqr in surplus f‘au ues
ip-flops and a blown—out meth freak thh a red runny nose in dramt&z»

was not. immedxately apparent. i .

; ’%mething ominous was sllthermg ) i ‘
 _ Stegner’s article infuriated the town?fat rs and tlaey ;ook hun to task for
'ng his and their own nests. ;

Mled and the tourists and town attorneys and the “normal folks” who %
hardly notice it all any more — you have to say, “It's — it’s just not your
average little American town — that’s all.’

" The teaser on the Esquire article that described Stegner’s message w
my hard for the town to live with:

“The author, it said, *‘thought he had found a little outpost of Eden for
himself, but soon a murderous unresisted evil came to haunt the town.

“Now he wonders if thxs will be the shape of thmgs to come for all

Amenca o

It was in the remstlng of that evil that it penetrated deeper and Santa f, .
Cruz made the national news wires again when snx of its police officers wm
charged with police brutality. i

They allegedly tried to drive street people and others who never quxte
make it to the market place out of town by assaulting them.

Maybe at this moment the nation sees us as being in transition from the
days of carnage to a time when we're still just a little bit flaky and the police
can keep us in line with a few beatings. :
‘Stegner seemed to feel that the town’s hlgh-threshhold of tolerance wm

the welcome mat for the barbarian. g

It has become increasingly uncool to be caught in the act of passmg
judgment on fellow creatures. Yo

‘At least in Santa Cruz, we have lost the capacity to be outraged by
almost anything short of a Charles Manson.

‘“Hey, like whatever!” we say with a shrug.”

There are two problems with Stegner’s article and the news artncles tﬁﬂ
creates the nation’s image of Santa Cruz.

_They do not convey the reality of what is around the “nut” — the mall
and our moveable feast of aberrants; around it is a husk of Americana tha’t
is barely distinguishable from Omaha, Neb. ;

- Well, perhaps more tolerant.

For the vast majority of Santa Cruzans, in and outside the city, go to mk
all the time, go to church on Saturday and Sunday, make themselves look
ridiculous at Little League games and brag that they prefer Barney Miller
to Three’s Company. ‘

They react to the Santa Craz-iness in about the same way as their
counterparts in Omaha, and now and then probably feel the town is getting
a bum rap. e

- The mall is a wonderful place to walk along and after a year or so,
everybody just looks like a human being.

And, the police and town itself are cleaning their own house and a local
legislative aide said this week ‘“‘who knows how many other small towns could

_use the same type cleaning.”

As for Gary Richard Arnold, the congressional candidate who sassed the

president, Santa Cruz County got credit for him, but it was the only count’
! outof the four in the 16th District to defeat him in the primary.

" And on the other hand, Monterey gets credit for the hxghly-respected
Democratic congressman Leon Panetta and this county is his votmg
stronghold. Not that he’s weak in any other county.

‘There’s a feeling that Santa Cruz’s folly is not at all negative. Costly in

: puhllc image and forcmg us to grow with each other — but not negative.

- A businessman in Felton said the whole thing reminded him of the Welsh
poet’s town of Llareggub.

In writing of Llareggub (yes, that’s what it spells backwards), Dylan
Thomas was going to compare the town’s manners and its townsfolk to the
rest of the world.

Because Llareggub was peopled with eccentrics and individualists who -
went about life in their own ways and with a high degree of tolerance for eaeh
other. .

~ The outside world wanted them all committed to a lunatlc asylum ;
‘Captain Cat, the closest thing to a leader, demanded the sanity of the
town be put on trial.
The trial is held and in its last mmutes the outside world’s prosecuwrv’ 5
sums up by describing precisely what types of people and attitudes ma
the absolutely sane town.
At that the people Llareggub withdraw thelr defense and demandelfr
corc : T g SRR R




