Samuel Leask III, one of Santa Cruz
County’s most dlstmgulshed citizens and a
“member of a longtime local merchandis-
ing family, died this morning at Domini-
~can Hospital.

Leask, 61, had been ill for some time

and hospitalized for the past month.

Since his return to his hometown in 1948
to assume personal operation of Leask’s
as neral manager, Leask maintained his

's extraordinary history of_civic
siness leadership.

ﬂ; later became president of Leask’s,

~ the family department store founded by
~ his grandfather in 1892.

n he began an exceptional career of

~ civie leadership, serving on the Santa

- Cruz City Council, with the Chamber of

- Commerce, in the Downtown Association,

ed Way and numerous other activities

as appointed to the Santa Cruz City

s ‘maternal grandfather Dr. T.W.
U ard served three terms as mayor).

: from the eouncil in
ter being re-elected in 1968,
his ;mbhc service continued as he

gmp?ch Iﬁsfa er, Samuel Leask Jr,
rm.

also served as chairman of the

m CMss ‘of Northern California and was

_honored by the California State Chamber
of Commerce as businessman of the
month in 1977,

He was the Santa Cruz “Young Man of
the Year” in 1953 and in 1969 was named
Chamber of Commerce “Man of the
Year,” one of the few citizens ever named
for both honors.

In addition to operating the family
department store, Leask served on the
board of directors of the old Farmers and

ts National Bank and later was

| to the board of directors of the
OonntyBankofSantaCruz He also was a
director of the Santa Cruz Seaside Co.

He was a graduate of Santa Cruz High
School, later attended the University of

Santa Clara and was graduated from the

University of Southern California after

service in the Army during World War II.
He worked for several department
stores before returning to Santa Cruz in
1948, including the May Co. and later was
an executive with the Broadway stores
(now Carter, Hawley Hale).
He was a long time member of the
Santa Cruz Rotary Club. His hobbies were
and hunting. He served as com-
modore of the Santa Cruz Yacht Club and
also as a grand juror.
His grandfather, Samuel Leask founded
Leask’s. His father, Samuel Leask Jr.,
yas general manager here before going to

| California where he maintained
&tﬁhc service tradition as heading the
OPA dﬁm Me in World War II, later

often disrupted his hobby of sailing.
1 in 1964, served as mayor in 1967

s, powses Auihocige

comm;s,sldp,,
Later

' ‘G. Brown.

Word of Leask s death was mgt m
sorrow by Santa Cruz political alﬁ m
ness leaders. .

‘‘Sam has made many contribuﬁﬂ in

many areas for the betterment of the city.
He gave unselfishly of his time and energy

to make a better commumty for us
we're certainly going to miss that;
Mayor Joe Ghio.

Flags at city facilities were lowemﬂ m
half-staff this morning in memory al
Leask.

Lionel Stoloff, manager of the Santa
Cruz Chamber of Commerce, said of
Leask’s death: “With the passmg of Sam,
we're seeing an end of an era.”

Stoloff said he knew Leask as a busi-
nessman, a competitior and a civic leader.
“He was a dedicated, sensitive man. The
well-being of the community always was
uppermost in his mind. He was a very
effective man who said very little, but
who could always be counted on to b the
right thing,” said Stoloff. i

“You could sum up what he was By

g he was a perfect genthum”
Stoloff added.

Chamber President Wally Dale h!mlﬂ
Leask a “pillar of the comm . His
advice was taken by the people in the
business environment. He was a very
strong asset to the community and we're
going to miss him.” -

Leask is survived by his wife, M;v a
son, Samuel Leask IV of Soquel who is
now general manager of Leask’s; am
ter, Katherine Ann Mitchell of T:
Wash.; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. sﬂmd
Leask Jr. of Los Angeles, two uncles,
James and Haswell leask of Saxﬁl Cruz
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