Kelly, Wilder Honored
‘At SLV Annual Dinner

By DENISE SIEBENTHAL
- “Beutinel Staff Writer
Nearly 225 people cheered a Catholic priest
and a venerable "lady in the red hat” Thursday

. night as Father James Kelly of St. Michael's

. Churehin Boulder Creek and Alice Earl Wilder

,omond were - naifre
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| the many ways in which
lent a helping hand to Valley
J it priest brought the house down
" with laughter in stating, “'I hope the good Lord
"-some day Will'be able to say the same words
.* that Ray said tonight.”
*  The -chuckles continued as Father Kelly
exclaimed, *Behind every good man, there’s a
. good ‘woman. But as priests, we don't have
~ women. We only have people like you.”
Warm applause greeted Wilder as the famil-
. iar lady. with the'red hat was led to the podium
by her son; Beverly Wilder. Known as the
 “sixth supervisor'’ for her continual attendance
at eounty supervisors' meetings where she has
n outspoken on many issues, Wilder was a
w words Thursday night.
15 say thapk you,” she smiled.
r Kelly and Wilder were pres-
edwood desk sets that contained
3. The woman of the
‘bouquet of flowers.
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pastor in 1973, Scott noted that the Irish priest
has worked wiih youngsters as well as the sick
and elderly.

Father Kelly has sponsored youth soccer
teams and Little League teams and holds an
annual golf tournament from which proceeds go
to youth activities, Scott explained.

Once a weck, the priest visits the boys at the
Ben Lomond Conservation Camp who are serv-
ing time for c-imes. “‘He gives them hope for
the future,”” Scott said of Father Kelly.

““He 'has the uncanny ability to know when
people are sich: and confined,’” Scott centinued,
noting that Father Kelly makes daily visits to
Valley residents who are in the hospital and to
the sick who are confined to their homes. . .
. -His “gid is ‘given ‘‘regardless of religious
denomination and social status,” Scott said of
the 1980 Valley man of the year.

In describing Wilder, Scott said, *Her name
is synonomous with the San Lorenzo Valley and
Santa Cruz County, She’s known all over the
state for the services she’s done for this
county.”’

At 91, Wilder has spent most of her adult
years in this area working for the community.
She moved permanently to Ben Lomond in 1934
into a house that her father had built as a
summer residence.

While her list of titles, honors and ac-
complishments js almost unending, Scott was
able in a few minutes to give the crowd an idea
why Wilder was selected 1980 woman of the
year. | ¢

She served many years as a director and
recording secretary for the SLV chamber, as
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-woman of ‘the 'year by the

.tary Edna Smith.

director and secretary of the Ben Lomond-

Recreation District, member of ‘the county .
Board of Education, trustee of the SLV School \ *
District and as a chariman of the Community

Chest, which is now the United Way. = -«

Wilder still serves as secretary to the
Boulder Creek Recreation District, memb
the county Mental Health Advisory Board
as recording secretary for the chamber. .

She's easy to pinpoint wherever she goes

always wearinga redhat. i

This isn’t the first time Wilder has been -
bonored as a Woman of the year, Scott noted.
She was named 1966 woman of the year by the
Santa Cruz Area Chamber of

fessional Club of Santa Cruz County in 1968,
The evening was entertaining with ,
lively introduction of guests by emcee ﬁaﬂ
Conelly and with music provided by guitavist
Steve Goodman and songs of the 1920s pres-
ented by cast members of ‘“The Screaming
Roaring 205" now at the Holiday Host Barn in
Scotts Valley.
A main portion of th
installation of 1981 chamber officers and new
directors. ; P
Installed as 1981 president was Shirely
Beneke. Qher officers dre: First Vice Presi-
dent Polly Doyle, Second Vice President John
Ferguson, Treasurer Marion Boze and Secre-

New directors installed included Nancy
Rores, Romona Posten, Mary James Cham
bers, Smith, Boze, Hal Chase and
Slawinski. B G s




