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By KEN McLAUGHLIN
' virtually everyone at City
Hall by surprise, City Manager Jim
Buell Monday announced that he wnll

resign Feb. 1.
Buell, who has held the city’s top job

for two and a half years, said he was
to become a consultant to real

te developers.

’ Several City Council members

contacted this morning -expressed
shock at Buell’s decision.

“I darn near dropped,” said
Mwoman Betty Murphy. ‘“There
was no inkling that he was
considering leaving.”

Buell dropped by Mayor Bill

Johnston’s house last night to give

 news, and the mayor dropped
1l's ‘resignation- letter to the
‘the council.

“His (the mayor’s) mouth was

hanging open,” Buell said this

Buell is recommendmg that Assis-
tant City Manager John Radin, an 18-
year City Hall veteran, be given the

manager’s post..

‘morning, laughing

Buell today praised Radin as “very

competent,” saying that they have
ma“good relationship.”

; years ago, after Clty

Ron Bartels was fired by the

on a 4-3 vote, some council

ms pushed hard to give Radin

ﬁe . But the council eventually

to give the job to Buell. Only |

Frank Osmer voted

Whinng him.

‘came to Watsonville from

Bakersfield, where he was assistant

city manager. He had also served as a
director of a solid-waste management

m;t in Washington, D.C. and
that was an administative
analyst for the city of Burbank.
M said today that he had nixed
emotions about leaving the mblic
sector, although he pointed out tht he

will continue to work with
government agencies in his workas a
consultant.

From his experience in
t, he said, he has lea:eq
m “many developers don’t lmw
how to handle the pohtiﬁs .of
Mles " And, he said, “theris
‘no one who offers that kind of adve
and service.” His consulting busines,
he added, will help meet that need.
- Buell said he already has lined p
m consulting contracts, whick. -
w emy oilt m he lelm City

ity munager

rprlse.
Feb. 1
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Amde from the packmg material
incident, Buell sees few basic flaws in

his admimstratxon, although some-

f he feels he could have pushed

' harder for downtown redevelopment. -

JIM BUELL ; Buell has seen the council turn from

: - an essentially “pro-growth” to a

mmm ~ “controlled growth” body, which
m\nliuMofeels1.smostlk y for the good.

umm» : w we take each ho subdi-

Council has been ‘;2:%, M ﬂdmonxtsownment " said
Mnmum i - The 39-year-old Buell said he w!ll

the feisty Frank Osmer. In the past continue to live in Watsonville, saying
several months, however, the friction 1€ had no desire to return to his native
‘between him and Osmer has been Southern California. For a while, he
greatly reduced. = he will work out of his hm, but
Buell said he saw the council “as a €ventually hopes to open an office in
'good one to' work with. He said indi- MJose .
vidual differences have surfaced from uncil members this morning

time to time, but that “collectively on and off the record — said 1
this is the best council I've ever m generally pleased with Buell’s
worked for.” rmance, although some said he’

Buell’s nadir during his admmim rently had trouble adjusting tc
tion occurred in January when he was
suspended by the council for a week
for taking $115 worth of :
material from the basement of ﬂty
Hall.

In taking the action, however, m
council members .expressed
sympathy for Buell, who at the time
was going through a divorce. (The
city manager had needed the

material to move household items for

his estranged wife from the Pajaro
Valley to Southern California.)

The accomplishments of his aMhll-
stration, Buell said, include the
adoption of a modern new zoning
ordinance, “seeing downtown revi-
talization plans really begin to take

\hold,” anc dmmm

‘would take the post if rec
nobody’s offered it so far.”

ical life in a small town. (:
self admitted that in an interview
 the Register-Paronian on his one-

MamuversarymWatsonv )
“He’s been generally good,” said

_ Councilman Frank Osmer.

Councilman Charles Palmtag this
_morning said he “can understand

e Someone wantmg to get out of u\e
“business

‘He said the past years have ““béen
hectic — with all of us pushing their
- pet projects . . . and going from crisis
to crisis.” “He’s had a tough job,”
ﬁ Palmtag. “I sympathme

The bets ar;;hat Radin has
on council to the
wm s post. But council mmﬁ
cmﬁoua this g m

wnnel session in a few meh
hether to ‘‘advertise”

ager — or whether to
MRa
“Radin uid this mninc
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