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dozen sub-categories info which
analysis divides the families for
which the welfare
cares. Fortunately it is far from
the largest.

Desertion ranks as prime cause
of broken families, in this county,
as in the state. In fact, desertion
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is becoming so great a considera-
tion’ as cause for children being
taken on the welfare roles that a
law passed by the last legislature
requires the welfare department to
report to the district attorney all

cases of desertion.

At present in Santa Cruz county
—or when the figures were last
cast up by the workers under Wel-
fare Director Helen Clemensen—
are 88 familtes whose father has
vanished.

Death of the father comes next
numerically; divorce is third; in-
capacity of the father, either men-
tal or physical, ranks fourth, with
«father in prison” fifth.

Investigation of chiseling on
the state’s relief rolls by phony
desertions, by a senate commit-
tee, resulted in the requirement
that cases of desertion resulting
in children needing aid be re.
ported promptly to the district
attorney. In some counties the
load is sufficient that . the dis-
trict attorney has asked funds
to hire an extra assistant.

Ironically the senate committee,
headed by Ben Hulse of Imperial,
was not one on welfare. It was the
senate interim committee on state
and local taxation, which found so
large a part of its problem center-
ing about the rapidly increasing
call for aid to peedy children that
it made a special investigation of
the situation.

Welfare payments to families
containing needy children are lib-
eral enough to enable the families
to maintain a dignified place in
the community. The mother, as
“payee relative” gets $16.50 a
month and the first child $88.50.
Fach additional child is allowed
$48. A family o mother and four
minor children can draw $249 a
month.

Cases of chiseling are few in
Santa Cruz and constant guard is
kept wagainst them, according to
Mrs. Clemensen. Nevertheless the
files of the department contain
.records of a few.

One father “deserted” his family
and moved into quarters around
the corner, taking an assumed
name, Mother and children appli-
ed for welfare payments and got
them.

Father, however, was detected in
his subterfuge, a warrant was
sworn out against him and he was
sent to jail. After that, of course,
mother and the children remained
on the welfare rolls.

Mere absence of ‘the father is
not accepted as desertion. Work-
ers of the welfare department
turn detective, using every
means to trace his departure.
Cases of fathers located 'across
the nation exist in this county’s
files, cases in which’ the father
was persuaded to take up again
at least part of the support of
his, children.
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on the relief rolls of the county
in November. In addition there
were 235 payee relatives. Payments
last October were $39,913. Pay-
ments for aid to needy children in
the last fiscal year were $436,536.

The money does not all come out
of the county treasury. Of the
$39,913 paid in February, $13,634
came from Uncle Sam, $16,389 from
the state and $9490 from the county,
to which was added a refund of
$400.

The growth of the needy children
rolls from 1936 when 144 ‘minors '
were drawing about $1500 a month
for their support to the present to-
tal of 743 children and 235 payee
relatives has been due to succes-
sive liberalizations of the eligibity
laws. :

No child or family of children
goes hungry if the welfare depart-
ment knows it. There is no delay
while the departure of the head of
the family is investigated. A gro-
cery order paid for out of county
funds can--go overnight, rent can
be guaranteed, and the next day
the family is on the welfare rolls.

Despite the size of the needy
children roll and the amount
paid out, sight is not lost of the
fact that the program is primar-
ily one of temporary. relief until
a family can get on its feet, If.
the welfare workers can help
they do so. Mothers who .can
work part time are helped ‘to
find jobs. ' One case to which
Mrs. Clemensen points with pride
is a family whose oldest son, now
18, has found work and taken
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