COUNTY UNEMPLOYMENT

Jobless rate jumps to 15 percent, highest ever
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The state’s monthly unemploy-
ment figures are based on a survey of
employers and households, and use a
statistical model to capture employers
that may have opened or closed.

Sampling errors can occur because
not all employers are surveyed. So
once a year the state reviews data
from payroll taxes paid by employers
to pick up missing information and
revise the statistics.

That was the case for the 600 local
government jobs.

County officials contended all along
that the 600 jobs figure was incor-
rect.

“I had a lot of calls on that,” Villalo-
bos said, adding that it was the only
sector with a 700-job correction.

Thought Villalobos did not have his-
torical data, he said retail jobs gener-
ally drop after the holiday shopping
season ends and construction and
farm work are slower in January.

Kim Hogan of the Santa Cruz Coun-
ty Builders Exchange was not sur-
prised.

“We have a lot of jobs, but not the
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same type of jobs we used to'get,” she
said. “Usually we're starting to get
school projects, but they’re not coming
like they normally do, and there’s not
as much regular commercial work.”

Most of the work involves Caltrans
road projects, or chain stores, compa-
nies that have preferred contractors
who generally are not local.

Bidding for work is intense. Hogan
said one Santa Cruz contractor has
come in daily to review jobs, but
despite submitting 30 bids he hasn’t
gotten one.

“This is not the deepest recession
since the Great Depression,” said
Bruce Woolpert, president of Watson-
ville-based Granite Rock Co., one of
the county’s larger employers, assert-
ing that the housing market for medi-
an-priced homes has stabilized.

But employers have cut twice as
many jobs, and capital spending by
business has been cut an additional
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60 percent, compared to past re
sions, he said, adding, “Individt
and businesses are pulling back u
things are more predictable.”

Mike Termini, owner of Triad E
tric in Santa Cruz, reported a brig
picture, saying his company has a
schedule and has hired several ji
neyman-level electricians in the
month.

“Qur jobs are on a much slim
méargin than a year ago but we
more private work being put ot
bid,” he said.

January also was a good montl
manufacturing production man:
Kevin McDonald, who had mc
from Scotts Valley to Felton to-
his rent while job-hunting. He
called back to work in Silicon V:
by his former employer. ’

State unemployment figures
February are scheduled for rel
March 26.




