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SBNTA CRUZ YESTERDAYS

FIRST VENETIAN CARNIVAL PARADE, JUNE 11, ‘95 (From the Preston Sawyer Collection)

Parade lovers have been legion
here for many years.

Hence it was inevitable that in-
terest was great in the glittering
period of processional splendor
(land and water) during Venetian
Water Carnival time:in the mid-
9C’s. The faithful lined the par-
ade routes with enthusiasm.

There was a parade of some
sort, on water, land, or both, on
ezch of the five memorable days
of the first of the two celebrated
carnivals (June 1895-96) center-
ed along the San Lorenzo riyer
near Laurel street.

Pictured is the first of the
street parades. It is opening day.
The Queen (Anita Gonzales) has
just been greeted with a recep-
tion at the head of the railroad
wharf, about where the present
municipal wharf approach is lo-
cated. There was an immense
crowd to witness the event.

Here the royal guest entered
the Queen’s float, assisted by
Grand Marshal T. W. Drullard
and other dignitaries. Her mo-
bile throne, drawn by six black
horses, was formed like a tem-
ple, with places for her Maids of
Honor, pages and bodyguard.

. Pacific and Spruce

With Grand Marshal Drullard
and his aides poised on horse-

back ‘in
ade has

the foreground, the par-
arrived at Spruce street,
enroute to the Carnival Arena,
nearby. Behind them are other
riders, followed by George Has-
tings and his Santa Cruz band
of crack musicians.

The Queen’s float is a block
away. Mr. and Mrs. J. P. Smith
of Beach Hill, principal sponsors
of the festival and great lovers
of Santa Cruz, even though their
international business interests
prevented them from spending all
their time here, came next in a
decorated Victoria. Following
participants® included 4 carriage
bearing Senator Burke, Mayor Ef-
fey, Mrs. W. D. Haslam and Miss
Loirena Barbiere.

This was but the beginning of
five full days of momentous hap-
penings which stamped Santa
Cruz as one of the host cities of
the Pacific = coast. Her fame
stretched far across the sea as
a direct result of the outstand-
ing carnival ‘celebrations, which
multiplied the fame of this re-
gion, then already reaching out.

The sun was shining on this
day of festival. Straw hatted pe-
destrians approach at the right.
Power poles are twined with gar-
lands of greenery. Parade watch-

seated in® carriages and buggies.
Food Was Available

Obviously temporary eating

places have their signs out on

the right is “Carnival Restaurant,
sireet a banner reads, “Eastern

Oysters 35¢.” Another sign of-
fers

ers are both standing and also|:

both sides of Pacific avenue. On|.

Open Day & Night.” Across the|:

“Sandwiches, 15¢; Ice Cream|. |

«}zo Cake, 15c; Berries & Cream,
c.’)

The two big signs on the side
of the first building at left read
as follows: “G. W. Reid, Con-
tractor and Builder” and “Man-
hattan Stock Food—Red Ball

rand; A. M. Johnson, Agt.”

ney Therapeutic Baths, establish-
ed a half dozen years before, and
a business active at the same lo-
cation for many years. Beyond
this is the “Santa Cruz Engine,
Boiler & Machine Works.”
Directly above the avenue, on
Beach Hill, looms the: G. Bowman
mansion, some years ago replac-
ed by the present, dignified and
beautiful residence of Senator H.

man) Judah.

To the left, still standing, is
the then Golden Gate Villa of

Next south is the famous Wit-|.

R. Judah and his wife, Eva (Bow-

Major F. McLaughlin of San|:
Franecisco, now called the Palais|:
Monte Carlo, an apartment house. |-




