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 Wingspread developer Ryland

’m may hand over his 99-

_year lease on the Porter ‘Sesnon

;cputy to Santa Cruz County

: nothing in an attempt to
bypass a ballot initiative

wed to halt the project.

Kﬂey said yesterday morn-
he still hasn’t decided if

| give the county the lease,
a that County Administra-
Dfficer George Newell
m ‘up with during negotia-
ith Kelley last week. >

said he isn’t sure the

uld be legal if the initia-
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tive passes. He asked county
supervisors to postpone any
decision on the proposal until
next Tuesday so an agreement
can be worked out with Kelley
and the legal question can be
answered.

If an agreement is reached on
the current proposal, Kelley
may hand over his lease on the
beach property and then build
his controversial condominium
and performing arts project as
a goncession.

Giving the lease to the county
‘would mean tax benefits for
Kelley, and would make it
easier for him to push his

project through the county’s
planning process, Newell said.

“The real money-maker (for
Kelley) is the (Wingspread)
project itself, not the prop-
erty,”’” Newell said. ,

The county was alreadyg. con-
sidering buying the lease from
Kelley.

Newell’s gift proposal is
obviously attractive for the
county, he said, because it
means the county won’t have to
come up with Kelley’s $6 mil-
lion asking price for the lease.
Kelley bought the lease in 1978
from the University of Califor-
nia for $1.75 million.

: ﬁewdl‘%nd,"ﬁeﬂnyz have been

negotiating partnership
agreement since March, when
supervisors agreed ‘in con-
cept’’ to allow the Wingspread
development on a controversial
3-2 vote.

But opponents of the project
managed to qualify an initia-
tive for the November ballot
that would prevent any county
funds from being spent on a
private development. If passed,
it would prevent a financial
partnership between Kelley and
the county.

Vickie Powell-Murray, one of
the leaders of the initiative
effort, said this morning
Newell’s proposal would be for-

(elley considering donating lease to county

bidden according to her read-
ing of the initiative.

“It doesn’t get by the initia-
tive as far as I'm concerned,”
she said. ‘“‘It’s pretty clearly
spelled out that even if (Kelley)
gives (the county) the lease,
they’re still in a financial part-
nership.”’

Powell-Murray said Newell’s
efforts to bypass the will of the
voters was ‘‘insulting to the
intelligence of the commu-
nity.”

Kelley said the gift proposal
has nothing to do with the ini-
tiative.

“The ballot measure doesn’t
affect us one bit’”’ he =eaid

‘Newell said.
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“We’re perfectly ready to go
forward with a private d:v' op
ment without the county.”
_ But Newell said the miﬁgﬁﬂm
had plenty to do with his m
proposal ‘‘since there’s i
bility of us not being al
purchase (the lease on the pr@
erty)” if the initiative passes.

Besides, he said, the m
couldn’t afford Kelley’s “ mﬂ-
lion asking price.

Supervisors must d@tﬁdg
before July 22 whether to
simply adopt the initiative as a
county ordinance, or let it go
before the voters in Nwmer




