Aptos Village parking woes
blamed on area businesses
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Aptos businesses on the south

side of Soquel Drive that are

not in conformity with the
county zoning ordinance and
don’t provide any parking con-
tribute to the parking problem

.in Aptos Village, Jeff Oberdor- .

fer told the Aptos Chamber of
Commerce Thursday.

_ Oberdorfer, a planning con-
sultant hired by the county to
look into ways to improve park-
ing and traffic in Aptos, said
the businesses on the south side
of Soquel Drive were in exist-
ence before the county adopted
its zoning ordinance, and there-
fore are exempt from parking
requirements.

~ Most of the merchants on the

south side and their customers,
he said, park on the north side
of the street.

_Oberdorfer made his remarks
; mmupdatoefhlsstudy to the
Aptos Chamber.

He has alréady conducted
two public workshops in which
he discussed problems and pos-

sibilities with Aptos -business

people and residents.

In those workshops, Oberdor-
fer discussed how lack of park-

mg is not the real problem
since never more than 60 per-
cent of the parking available is |
utilized. The basic problem, he
said, is that the Village is not
attractive for pedestrians, so
people want to park right in
front of the building where they
do business.

He also discussed the possi-
bilites of making Soquel Drive
one-way in the Village and
changing the parking patterns.

A third workshop, scheduled
for next month, will deal with_
the problems of circulation in
the area.

In all, four workshops wall be

. held, he said.

A proposal should be before
the county Board of Supervisors
in June, he added.



