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}.. Devastated by Proposition 13, the county’s fire Eé ,
they'l keep o8 sruckle, il *hgm{&ev;fgﬂg; it & |
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H;_ But, they warn, that’svpxﬂy* a_'couple,__q_f“ months away [
I'i<. Fire districts have been hit hardest by passage of the June 8, b
‘statewide property tax limitation' measure ‘because  'they are
,entirély_dependepl on the property tax levy, for revenue. X ¥
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11" Firemen expect to be hit y an eventual revenue loss once
‘the legislature comes up with a plan of distributing what's left of
the property tax plus whatever portion, if any, they give from the:
state surplus, but the period between now and the flow of that APTOS RPANCH
‘money is what's ‘most crucialiERNRRLS TR aig ) Wl AL RIS B3R AR
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B, ' With their current! budgets to Tun out July,1, directors, L D B2 A 2
several fire districts have.decided to'dip into su plus funds: fo 7695 SOGUF a
maintain fire and rescue service at present levels.. et APTOS LIFORN \
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' Faced with either reducing service by closing one station
4nd cutting firemen’s hours, or’ going full bore until tf:ieir $300,000°
‘surplus’is gone, ‘Aptos Fire District directors chose t e latter
Tuesday night:- "%+ Sl BRLget od a3 R
§:  That surplus, set aside for future eq pment needs, iviﬁflasti
‘the “department_three ‘months., " Aptos . firemen voluntarily ,
Jproposed to reduce their hours to stretch the-surplus. further
since they don’t expect the départment,_.wbegin;receiving new
+  Tevenue until December, but that would have meant closing the|
‘main station and switching operations to thé Rio Del Mar house |
n a two-men per shift rotation, i e TUS et
fir “Its amazing our men are willing to work for what would
jamount to less than $400 per month, but I really think we ought to
full service one more month before going to that. = = oy
t .” “I'd hate to lose our paramedic service now after weworked
more than three years to ‘get it;’* said Director Stewart Davis. .
Paramedic _service, jeopardized, anyway unless Aptos gets | d ‘

|l funding, would Rave b rncially out wit orly bYOR Thal Fom amoint to Gboit can’ hesad, TS
on duty per shiftd™ /ol il it B0 ST hree months of service. © '-Vbluntesear iiépariﬁ;ents will

;. Directors. voted to hold spe- " Directors will meet again
_cial meetings every two weeks next Tuesday night to consider

| until . the funding " question ,is " their next move. Live Oak ex-

by no means be spared by rev-
. enue reduction-for the bulk of
; their budgets goes- for opera-

" resolved. In the meantime, "
. Chairman Dick Duchscher
i said, ‘““we, as “directors, will
, have to take the responsibility

if the money runs out.” -~
{ ‘Chief - Richard Chinn _had:
- warned the board. that going
 full bore through July would
| wipe out a third of the $300,000

pects  to get approximately
.$250,000 from property taxes
for , 1978-79 . operations,” com-

“pared to $600,000 this year. - . .
..+~ “Without the relief of enabl-

“ing legislation to allow this fire
district 'to receive “a_larger
share ‘of ' the _ property  tax,
tic‘cuts in manpower and

" dras

1o o it equpment

tions — equipment and gasoline

““Volunteer departments ac-

- tually may be hurt worse than

paiq departments because they
can’t save money by laying off
firemen ;" said Scotts Valley:
Fire Chief Bruce Scott, who

' surplus and would make things - service, 18 lnevitale,t st
1, wor ollowing months until _ Chief Ric ard Pound. -1 ‘.. how far he could stretch hi
the department gets its money. .. . Soquel Fire -District Chair- paid department’s surplus. L
- Live “Oak\ Fire' Protection_ man Ken Izant says his district, ' . “If we go full bore, we can
| | District directors met in spe-_ like the others, "is waiting for ‘last maybe five months,” Scott
‘cial session Tuesday night and "action from Sacramento qn the said, - ’ ,
{ also decided to go as long as “distribution of funds., " % - ;" ‘He represented the state’s
\ possible on the $127,000 the dis- ' “We'll try to operate ‘as.we 125 fire districts at the joint
\kfﬂf& has left, v 2o o *" have been for as long as as we Senate-Assembly hearing Tues-
s T A what- DA s,
\ "day in Sacramento. ““The gen-
! 'eral opinion 1 got is there's
| going to be some kind of fund-
\ ting, but how much and when I
: ' don’t know,” he said.
\ i Chinn told his directors that
“Aptos would get about 38
‘percent of past revenue, ac-
cording to preliminary county .
‘estimates. State and federally-
‘mandated programs, he said,
“will get the first and biggest
slice of the pie. ™t
t As for the state  surplus,
*Chinn said he expects schools to
i get the first claim because of
{ heavy lobbying by strong teach- -
" ers’ unions, -kl LT B
- Tne fire districts don’t have
* that kind of clout, Chinn said,
; and are ,iurtherctlxurtfby aéack of
' support from city fire depart
v mggfs in the state which me_
i ‘other city‘sources of revenue. -
* Bothi Aptos and Live Oak fire
directors Tuesday night called
‘on district residents to get in-
volved by contacting their leg-
islators, = o W ¥ 00T
" *‘We had.a lot of well-mean-
! ing people Who voted for Propo-
! sition 13 feeling they would not
rmnst  vit: ! fivice.

this morning was determining
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