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Ea-pitola has tough
going on shuttle plan

By KEITH MURAOKA

» Sentinel Staif Writer

a CAPITOLA — Somehow when it comes
to parking in Capitola, nothing seems to go

.right.

A case in point occurred Thursday night
as the City Council got almost nothing but
flak for unveiling a preliminary plan for a
151-car beach shuttle bus parking lot near
New Brighton State Beach. The park-and-
ride lot is planned to house the city’s
successful summer program, which shut-
tles beach-goers into Capitola Village,
helping to alleviate monumental traffic
jams.

Although council members eventually

approved the preliminary plan, the issue is
far from over.

Approval of the prdimimry plan only
sets into motion the environmental.review
stage of the proposed parking lot. A final

plan is expected to come back to the
council in four to six weeks. That final
plan is to address everything from en-
vironmental questions to increased traffic
congestion that is anticipated with the
lot’s addition.

At one point, Councilwoman Stephanie
Harlan — the lone council member to vote
against the preliminary plan — questioned
whether the 4.6-acre parcel at McGregor
Drive and Park Avenue was even ap-
propriate for the city's park-and-ride lot.
She was unsuccessful in pushing for a
feasibility study to see whether visitors
would use the lot.

Councilman Jerry Clarke, in no uncer-
tain terms, told Harlan she should have
raised that question last year when the
council voted to spent $465,000 on the
parcel. mc:tyxsnowunderunmw
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