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Zippies, Yippies And Silent Laughs

anta Cruz Comedy
Festival Tonight

OU MAY have a hard time telling the politicians from the clowns at the
Nelson Center this weekend, when several of both turn out to take part
in Santa Cruz’ first April Fools Comedy Festival.
The Screaming Memes — formerly Santa Cruz’ premnere comedy
group before they moved to San Francisco and went big time — are
in charge of things, putting together three nights of comedy, tonight through
Sunday at 8, which they promise will offer “incredibly varied” assembly of
yuk-it-upoers,
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The Screaming Memes headline the SC Comedy Festival this weekend.

SANTA CRUZ COMEDY FESTIVAL

FROM PAGE 15 :

Tonight for example is “zippy and yippie night,”
beginning with monologist Paul Krassner, a Mort Sahl-
style comic who has lots of “‘ex’s’” in his past — ex-yippie,
ex-editor of The Realist and Hustler magazine.

The zippy-part of the program will be provided by Jim
Turner, a former member of the Duck’s Breath Mystery
Theater, known for his appearances on the TV series
“Fridays” and for his portrayals of such luminaries as
Randy of the Redwoods. His act will include a brief
tribute to '60s rock person Gary* Lewis.

Jackson describes Patton as a “‘sit down comedian. I
always tell him, stand up, Gary, stand up — and he says,
I am standing up.”

The High Wire Radio Choir comes to town Saturday to
present the local premiere of their hit show “Marvin,”
One critic went so far as to describe the show as ““a three
man comic tour de force”
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supervisors, so she'll be there. So will Jane Dornaker, San
Ffancisco’s “‘queen of comedy”” who stars on KFRC radio.
“She’s different,” says Jackson. :

She will be followed by Paula Poundstone — the
closest thing on the bill to a “straight stand-up”
performer — before the Memes show up, showcasing their
newest addition, Wendy Bowers.

“‘She was not nominated for an Academy Award, but
she is very talented,” ventured A West.

The Screaming Memes are producing the whole thing
along with the Nelson Community Center, and there is
hope that this will be just the event to put Santa Cruz on
the map, comedy-wise.

“Yes, we would like this to be an annual event.” said
Jackson. ‘‘Even if we’re not here to produce it, we would
hope there would be enough ongoingness to keep it going.”

— RICK CHATENEVER




