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- any gun or pistol,” and bemg S0
drunk in public “from the effects
of spirituous malt or other li-
quors which produce drunken-
“ness that he or she is rendered
unable to walk or so stupefied
as  to be incapable of self-
locomotion.”

The ordmance also made it'a
ishable offense to be unem-
ed and turn down work or
“roam about wrchout any. Iaw-

| it a misdemeanor to leave
- teams of horses or mules unat-
tended, “ride or roll a veloci-
) on sidewalks,” and out-

_lawed horse and foot racing and

~other noisy games on Sundays
and “the playing of Stud Horse

~ Poker .. or other percentage
games for money.”

v _.Over the next several years,
. ordinances were passed outlaw-

fn:g prostitution, punishing
| opium smokers and owners of
“opium dens, and prohibiting the
. use of slingshots, and were later
repealed by other ordinances. In
1880, the board established a
chain gang and authorized the
- marshal to purchase “chains,
~ balls or other means necessary
or the security of all persons
ader his charge.”

* One ordinance passed in 1876,
entitled “Our Boy’s (sic),” was
specifically geared toward curb-

‘ ' unruly youth. It outlawed
G “m)isy or disorderly conduct” by
3 boy or boys under the age
of 18, set a curfew of 8 p.m.
imless the boy had been sent by
;wrents or guardian on busi-

s, and prohibited boys from
siting or loitering around
puees where “spirituous, vis-

- gpus or malt liquors are sold.”

*nother early ordinance re-

red doctors to report cases of

mall pox so that it could be
X * ed‘

Apparently the new laws were
~ being enforced. As early as
mary 1869, the board decided
~ to levy a property tax of half a
| percent because the new town
| lockup was too small and was
“entirely unsuitable for the con-
; ent of prisoners.” The fire
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who first |
came to the Paj Valley two
years before Watsonville was in-
corporated, were never com-
pletely smooth, but in 1885, the
town followed the lead of many
other cities and outlawed the |
operation of laundries. The
“jroning, sprinkling or folding of |
clothes or the prepairing (sic) of
them to be washed shall not bg
construyed as the business of’§
laundry,” the ordinange read.

Chinese laundry operators
were allowed to wash the
clothes in Pajaro ‘at a site
owned by John T. Porter, who

L own Watserm le’s Chinatown.
- Later, hi 1
e moved acress t

all of

;; b

ing streets also took a major
portion of the board’s time. At:
its third meeting, the board was
approached by three landown-
ers who wanted a road running
through their property declared
public. Another group asked the

board to “take preparatory

steps to lay out and open a

street beginning at the north-

west corner of the land of

Thomas Hildreth running in a

northwest direction into the

county road leading to Santa :
Cruz " ;

Ordinances were passed de-
claring Main Street a public
highway and establishing  its
grade, authorizing the construc-
tion of sidewalks, gutters and
water mains for the downtown
aréa. The board also had the
City Plaza fenced, awarding the
work to William Ostrander who
had proposed to do. it for 32
cents a foot. ,

Specifications for the gravel—
ing of “the roadway of Pajaro”
— a name that was used inter-
changeably with Main Street for
a number of the city’s early
years — were a depth of 12
‘inches in the center of the
street and six inches on the
sides. Curbs were to be con-
structed of “two inch redwood
_planks, not less than 10 inches
wide, placed edgewise ten feet
from the line of the street, and
posts 4 by 6, six feet apart, to be
placed firmly 1n “the ground to
hold said curb.

In 1870 a commission was
formed to oversee Main Street
improvements.

Despite the amount of work
needed to get the city started,
the minutes show that the
board’s meetings were canceled
on many occasions in the early
yaarstoﬂackofa quorum.




