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Davenport Builder Finds Ready
Market For 'El Toro" Sailboats

By Fred McPherson II

Learning to sail can be or
the whole family, even the young-
sters, - :

William H. Grunwald of Dav-
enport has been building “El
Toro” sailboats under the name
of Aeolus Boafs for two years
and claims the younger set can
have the time of their lives learn-
ing to sail in this small, easy
handling boat.

Grunwald, who has been build-
ing boats of many types for over
30 years, has made about 35 of
these blunt-nosed eight-foot boats
since he and a part-time helper
built their first El Toro because,
“they were selling.”

According to Grunwald it takes
about three days to complete each
of the simple-lined boats. The El
Toro weighs about 80 pounds in-

- cluding mast and sail.

It is about 46 inches wide at the
middle and will carry up to 600
pounds.

“For competition the lighter
the passenger the better. That’s
why it is such a popular children’s
boat, says Grunwald. “Children
can learn to sail this little boat
in a couple of hours,” he added.

Children learn the fastest and

. have the most fun when racing

the El Toro. Besides being used

- for sailing this boat beeomes use-

ful for fishing trips for a small

. out-board motor can be fixed on

- the back. The El Toro makes an
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excellent “dinghie” along with
a bigger boat, also.

With the mast up the El Toro
is ‘about 14 feet high, with the
sail about 12 feet high and a lit-
tle over 8 feet wide at the bottom,

Because the El Toro is light,
ocean-sailing is sometimes too
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rough. It is most popular in lake
areas. Lake Merritt, Oakland, has
about the biggest fleet of El Toros
in northern California, according
to Grunwald.

There are about 50 of these
sail boats being built in north-
ern California every month. Ac-
cording to Grunwald, every
boat built gets an official num-
ber. The number of the El
Toro Grunwald is building at
the present time is 3195. This
is the number of El Toros reg-
istered in the state.

“When we started building
El Toros we practically had to
drop everything else,” said
Grunwald, “We exhibited a
couple of boats in San Francis-
co at a boat show and ever
since then we have been swamp-
ed with El Toro orders,” he
added.

Grunwald feels the Santa Cruz
yacht harbor will interest more
local people in sailing, including
the small boats such as the EI
Toro.

The El Toro is practically un-
known outside of northern Cali-
fornia, but its popularity is slow-
ly spreading, obseirved Grunwald.

The veteran boat-builder says

"about $35 of material and nearly

three days of labor go into mak-
ing an El Toro.

The El Toro has become very
popular in the San Jose area.
According to one EI Toro skip-
per, “you can find a race any-
time you want one.”

Weight distribution is.a very
important phase of sailing, The
sailor normally sits on the bot-
tom of an El Toro to get best re-
sults. He changes position in the
boat according to the wind and
direction of his sail boat.

In the past there have been
sailing events from Santa Cruz
to Capitola for adventurous sail-
ors. This type of competition is
%ust what the El Toro is made
or. ‘
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William Grunwald of Daven-
port Aeolus Boats, checks the
fit of the sail on an “El Toro”
sailboat which he has just com-
pleted. The eight foot rig is
becoming very popular with

youngsters because of its easy
maneuverability, Grunwald has
built about 35 of these inexpen-
sive boats since he took his first
El Toro order about two years
ago.
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