A 1948 portrait of Ah Fook and George Ow Jr.

Only the images remain

Book celebrating the work
of Santa Cruz photographer
George Lee makes it
- to publication
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By WALLACE BAINE
SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

George Lee knew they were working on a book
about him, about his photographs and the long-gone
Chinatown that he chronicled.

Lee knew that his nephew, Santa Cruz businessman

“and arts patron George Ow Jr., had talked to his
breakfast club of friends about
contributing to the book, a
group that reads like a local
literary dream team: Geoffrey
Dunn, Morton Marcus, Tony
Hill, Sandy Lydon and Jim
Houston.

But Lee never got to see the
finished product, “Chinatown
Dreams,” a beautiful collec-
tor’s volume of photographs
and memories of the Santa
Cruz that never makes it into
the tourist brochures.

Lee died of a stroke in 1998,
which gives the publication of
“Chinatown Dreams” an ele-
giac quality. When the contrib-
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The book, eight years in the  www.capitolabook.com.
making, contains written con-
tributions from Ow’s circle of
friends mentioned above
(Dunn served as the volume’s editor), along with a
memory piece from Ow’s second cousin, Lisa Liu
Grady, and design work from Mark Ong.

The book’s cover displays one of Lee’s most famous
photos, a 1948 portrait of elderly fisherman Ah Fook
kneeling beside a 5-year-old boy, none other than
George Ow Jr.

“We were so lucky,” said Ow. “He was a profession-
al photographer taking pictures in our neighborhood,
and that was very rare.

“The one thing I remember about him is that he was
always taking pictures.”

Please see LEE on Page B3
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The faces behind the book: top row, from left are Tony Hill, Lisa Liu Grady, George Ow Jr. and, bot-
tom row, Sandy Lydon, Geoff Dunn and Morton Marcus.

Lee

Continued from Page B1

That neighborhood was Chinatown, a small parcel
near where Cooper and Front streets meet today. Lee
lived there with other Chinese immigrants to Santa Cruz
while working at a now-defunct shop called Webber’s
Cameras on Pacific Avenue.

Chinatown (the Galleria retail development now
stands on the site) would be largely forgotten without
Lee’s vivid photos of the place and the period.

But Lee’s lens was not restricted to his family or his
neighborhood. The book and Lee’s photos chronicle his
experiences in both World War II and the Korean War,
as well as his work as a freelance photographer for the
Santa Cruz Sentinel.

Lee particularly loved shooting the Miss California
pageant, which took place in Santa Cruz for years, and
the book features a picture of Lee blushingly posing with @& & o Yo e 5
Miss Indiana of 1951 in Atlantic City, N.J. e g

Still the most vivid portraits in “Chinatown Dreams” 'I;’Ah%togLr? .pg e{( ﬁ:grgs Lle . rt]ZOk ;? 'ghpICthge of
are Lee’s first-person images of Chinatown: the creased, oon Lai bo s ging lau ; 44 b ; g
seasoned faces of the old bachelors; the shadowed, haunt-  10Ng Temple in Santa Cruz’s Chinatown in
ed stills of long-gone Chinatown houses; the lovingpor- ~ 1941. :
traits of his sister Emily and his brother-in-law George,

Ow’s parents.
“He was upbeat,” said Ow, remembering his uncle, everybody, and everybody knew him.”

“positive, what we nowadays would call a networker. St el RIS SRR i el
“He always knew where to get the best apricots, the Contact Wallace Baine at

best fish. He never made a lot of money. But he knew wbaine@santa-cruz.com.



