LA — The City Council Thurs-
t moved toward installing a con-

ial median strip on 41st Avenue,

of Capitola Road, despite objections
fewer than 12 busims representa-

approval wasn't gim pending

changes in the $250,000 41st Av-

mprovement Plan, but council

ers made their pro-median inten-
wn. The modified plan will return

ouncil April 11.

the plan focu:es on the land-

le the installation of sxgna
Jad! and Brommer streets intersee
Mmctlon of curb, gutter 2

mﬁo—open Spa Fitness Center —
_in force to object to the me
back of left-turns options fo

ﬁlﬁ want to drive into their bu%r

* Others objected to the elimination of on-

 street parking. Two petitions agaiﬁmay

plan were filed.
# agreed with the sentunmmm
of the Capitola Suites complex,

- so why fix it?”

- Council members, however, si
Public Works Director Craig Fr
traffic engineer Dick Iwy

safety on 4lst Avenue
es allowing cross-traffic
ections of Jade/Brommer, F

enue and Melton Street, “breaks” W

Mans are in two

- to Harry Jenkins, developer of the

who maintained traffic on the ecity’s
busiest commercial street “ain’ tm

l'ie didn’t want to scrap the plan but also

conceded there were modifications
needed.

Among those he suggested ~— and which
were subsequently adopted by the rest of
the council for the traffic engineer to
modify — included the elimination of the
southern-most proposed median between

~ Reposa Avenue and Melton Street.

The elimination of that median would
provide for left-turn access for southbound
41st Avenue traffic to the soon-to-open Spa
Fitness Center, which will generate up to
3,000 new vehicle trips per day in the area.
It will also return on-street parking to two

esses, Capitola Auto Parts and The

William Powers,_ owner of Capitola Auto
Parts, earlier told the council that 85
percent of his customers park on 4lst
Avenue. He maintained elimination of that
on-street parking ‘‘would effectively put
me out of business.” Jenkins of the Spa

‘Fitness Center told council members that

if he had known left-turn access would be
prohibited into his pro;ect “I would have
built some place else.”

Other pOSSIble changes directed by the
council include:

o The addition of a left-turn stacking

1ane on southbound 41st at Reposa Avenue:
" This would serve a planned 52,000-square-

foot retail development where Shaffer’s

Street,

enough.
» Elimination of a proposed pem

crosswalk because of safety concerns.

© Provide an emergency ‘“‘slot” in the

median facing the Santa Cruz Ambulance
Co., which would allow ambulances to
turn left onto northbound 41st. Gk
o Study the possibility of the city acquir-
ing properties for use as bus turn-outs.
¢ Pursue agreements with property

owners of undeveloped parcels in the area, :

encouraging shared internal circulation.
The long-planned project will be mostly
paid by the federal government. Accor

ing to French, the feds will pay 86 percent
~ of the project. Work is hoped to begin in
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