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McClatchy News Service

SACRAMENTO — Bethany Col-
lege, a religious school in Scotts
Valley, has signed an agreement to
purchase the Beverly Garland Ho-
tel near Cal Expo and move there,
ﬁccordmg to school board melgl

ers

The proposed purchase price . is
about $6 million, sources said. |

The college’s board of ‘trustees
last year approved a plan to moye
the school to the Sacramento. a
by this-summer; but extended ts
date of -departure to 1995 to a
unsuccessful s&arches t‘or a n w
“ home. % e

Formerly called Bethany Blltle
College, the school is more than 70
years old and has a student body.of
about 500, said Phil Oates, a trust
ee and son of prominent Sacram
to developer Marvin “Buzz” Oates
The school is affiliated with the As-
semblies of God, a Pentecosgal
Protestant denommatmn

Bethany’s board voted two yeau's
ago to move the school to the Sac-
ramento area, and has been scout-

Ritz, a local degeloper and Bethagay
trustee.

The college ﬁrst expressed 1nt2
est in the Beverly Garland on Trib-
ute Road across Business 80 fram
Cal Expo, some time ago, Ritz sajd.
But the owner — the Carpenters
Pension Trust. for Southern Cali-
fornia — was in negotiations with
Home Depot, which planned to de-
molish the hotel and build a ware-
house-type retail outlet, Ritz sald

Home Depot backed away from
the deal after neighboring busi-
nesses protested that the stare
would create too much  traffic. At
that point, the Carpenters union
contacted Bethany again, Ritz sajd.
Oates said the Bethany board ap-
proved the purchase agreement sin
June. .

With the agreement, Ritz sald
Bethany has the exclusive right for
90 days to purchase the  buildi
while it investigates various
pects of the deal, such as whet
the city will allow it to operaté a
school on the hotel site and wheth-
er it can obtain financing. %

The purchase also depends pn
Bethany completing the sale of gts
existing facility to:San Jose devel-
opers John Nicholson and Barry
Swenson. They were in escrow'at
last report.

If the sale goes through, it v@ﬂl
probably take a year to move the
school, during which time the ho-
tel could continue to operate, Ritz
said. The building would eventual-
ly be used for student housmg and
classrooms.

Sentinel staff writer John Bessa
contributed to this story. !
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