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By JENNIFER KOSS
STAFF WRITER

Organizers of last weekend’s
11th annual Apple Festival in
Watsonville termed it a big
success despite Saturday s
foggy weather.

Crowds were light at the
Main Street Revival at the fair-
grounds Saturday, but turned
out for every other event in
numbers at least as large as
previous years, organizers said.

Fog was the only reason the
revival was not as well-
attended as had been expected,
Chamber Manager Charlene
Shaffer said. :

~ “The weather hurt the attend-
ance,” she said. ‘“There’s no
question about it.”’ :

However, the evening’s ‘“Twi-
light Time Cruise,” featuring
vintage Main Street Revival
cars parading through down-
town Watsonville, drew large
crowds, Shaffer said. So did a
dance to the music of ShaBoom
later on at the fairgrounds.

A good turnout also greeted
“A Benefit of Culture & Music
for Today’s Youth, Tomorrow’s
Leaders” at the Fox Theatre
Friday night, Chamber Presi-
dent Larry Donatoni said. He
estimated about 800 people
showed up for the musical
event, including Apple Festival
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Tony Campos, one of the main
_organizers of the night at the
said the money from
tigket sales had not been
counted yet, but he guessed that
at least $6,000 was raised to
benefit youths in vocatmnal
training programs.

“What we wanted to do isv
basically bring the community
together and work together to

’get ahead,” said Campos, a

‘member of the Chamber’s ms-
panic Affairs Committee,
whieh sponsored the event.

_ Friday’s event is the first of
‘many that will be held with the
goal of raising money for voca-
Campos said.

%

‘Sunday’s parade down Mm
Mt also brought the commu-
‘nity together, parade chalrmn
John Ettner said.

The sun came out to stay jw

~ as the parade was to begin, he

said, adding that he’d heard {
crowd estimates for the parade

# of 10,000 to 15,000 spectators.

“The whole street was lm‘
on both sides at least three, or

four deep,” Ettner said.

S’eud Donatoni, “It was a tre-
mendously successful event.
It’s the type of thing that really
helps bring the very diverse
elements of our community
together.”
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