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Don’t ge

‘over quakes,

 ByTOMIONG

SAl NTA CRUZ— When your house is shak-
like Tina Turner on the dance floor; when

 the ground beneath your feet is shifting and the

~ overhead lamps are swinging wildly above you,
console yourself with this expert opinion:

e odds are much higher

an in an ea
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‘States during this century. That doesn’t mean

‘deaths in the few major American earthquakes
in the 20th century and divide that number by

1y worldwide as a result

of UC alumni Wednesday afternoon. B
“Your risk of dying while driving on High-
way 17 is much higher than from d%ing in an

earthquake in Santa Cruz County — t G
Griggs said later. i - dﬂ'.

But, according to Griggs, the i{ey words

se of 15 people a
es in the United

to Griggs, an av

yajr;lgve died from earth Sooner or later there’s s

that isn’t so small. The prot
earthquakes have been recorded in China and
Europe for centuries, earthquakes have only
been tracked in California for about 75 years.
Since the intervals of quake patterns can con-
sist of hundreds of years, scientists simply
don’t have much to go on

shifts in the earth. :

“We haven’t had en
in California to know

that 15 people a year are actually dying; it just
means that when you take the total number of

89 you get about 15. !

But 15 is pretty dinky when compared to an
average of 18,000 people who have died annual-
t of earthquakes in the

20th century.

Why is America so 1 er? Griggs said.
“It’s not bec
In fact,
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areas and structures will be more

em is that while
_ is. Specifically, any building near mud-
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“Wood frame houses are built very standai
d are relatively safe,” Griggs said. Mobil
nomes and other structures on weak four
dations might not fare so well, though. “W
have dozens and dozens of large buildings i
California that don’t meet earthquake stan
dards,” Griggs said. e
It’s not just a matter of what kind of struc
ture, it’s also a matter of where that structur

ment type earth is in more danger of s
violently during an earthquake than
‘rock.
~ Downtown Santa Cruz,

®

along th¢

near the Pajaro River, are both on s0
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