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" . EARLY DAYS OF TH: BOULD:R CREEK BRANCH

sgent,
the Southern pacific. feil
The olosing of the Boulder Creek Southern Pacific station.
brings back to me memories of long ago. I heving been located
at Boulder Creek ss sgent for 3: years leaving there in 1924
for Mountein View, where { remained for five years (1929) wh
I was retired for pension: I am now living in Sante Cruz. It
is without question thet the Boulder Creek branch for the miles
and cost of operation was one of the best paying pieces of road
ever operatedi. You will be surprised, no doubt, to learn that
at one time the tonnege from Soulder Creek was fourth in the
state, for local products. f '
U WO CREWS s e
This tonnage was handled by two train crews. During the -
dey "Daisy" Hallenback was the conductor; the other’was what ,
was known as the 'night freight' it leaving Boulder Creek a~
bout 6 p.m. and working all night getting the loads over the

hill to Sen Jose and bringing back empties for use the next .
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more then forty cars in sight for their nights work which was
only occasioned when there were heavy rains theat interterred .
with the teaming, as there were then thousends of cords of woode .
Thousands of feet of lumber, thousasnds of rail roed ties, shingles:
oyster poles, shingle end stave bolts and other forest products,
piled in the Poulder Creek yard that kept things going during . . e
the rainy season. g S L : i o
: - HORSES AND MULES ' b iy
\ In this connection about 250 horses snd mules came into skl S
‘the yard each day, the teams being from two horses for & small A
vzn or eight with two wagons. These iRyl
teams with their bells rather ‘livened up things, as you could -
heer them nearly every hour of twenty four, going and coming.
With the straightening out of the wosds for the sutomobile,
you have probably noticed the erooked raods of long ago and
wondered how a team of six horses snd two wagons could get
around them; but they did end it seldom any of them went over
the grade. : ] :
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. NO EASY TASK - ‘
The train crews of Boulder Creek branch required men of
good judgement to handle the™arge teams, with link snd pin
couplings and hand brekes, (sir brekes and automatic couplings
were unknown at. that time on freighp equipment) over & line

breaking in two &nd then running together again, causing dis-
easter. <‘here were very few accidents of thie kind and 1 can
only recdll four at this time. These, however, piled the cars
rather high in a short space but luckily no one wag killed.
S ¢ UR, FROM:THH RARES ~* <% ipw . 00 8
Men who "graduated" from the Boulder Creek line were
always classed a8 the best; and those I can recall at this time
and still in the harness have proved this. 4hese men have
all maue good and are: W, I, ¢ auette, Slug Merrill, W. H. Hutson,
Je D. Francis, J. E. routious, “harlie ¥lags, Fred Reynolds,
Pilly Jomes, R. C. Goldbeck, W.~H. ‘hompson, Walter Skelton,
and J. W, Tennant, engineers: " Frenk Garmon, general yard master;
Bet} Lent, teain master; Jack Hartom and Bud 1111£f, engine ;
foreman; 4. H. Askley,feeérge\aickei, brakeman; Frank Stearns,
conduetor; E. Lorengon, John Quin, ¥rank Radiger, engineers;
William Ganuon, conductor., . i Vg L S
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Nick Sinnott, warden of Felton big trees, weg also one of
our best men in the engine srrw'a.ee. i’here‘ are'%thers who daid
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good work on the branch. but I dc not know their where-
: gbouts now. The largest train ever taken out of Boulder
: " Creek was only July 29, 1899 and was made up as follows: Hike
Engine No. 18 consistiug of 73 loads and caboose; this went .= ..
up & 105 grade in places. Crew: M. M. Crowl, engineer; »
, and Fred Reynolds, firemen; Frank Bruntage, comductor;
! of pPartinsky--W, I. Clouette, George ily, brakemen; They
{ took this train to Felton with out an accident and the next
| took 8 train of 53 cars of rail :roed ties to Santa Cruz to be
loaded on & stesmer. Cn this trip, however, they broke in two
at Rincon, but by good judgmen:v brought the hind end, ccnsist~
ing of 40 cars, to & stop on the rowder »ill “ill. ¥ During .A-
= the time of heaviest shipment there were seven saw mills, two
shingle mills and numerous tie and wood cemps that furniahed ‘
material for this business and Boulder Creek wes rather a 1ively
“town with its twenty~two salbons.
The station force ccmnsisted of myself and two or three oS T
men and we were kept busy at times keeping everything straight. =
Roy H. Devis, station agent at Watsonville; Bob Eolson, egent ' . .-
' at Gilroy; Wwill Crickton aﬁent at Atascadero; L. &, fuller,
telegrapher, San Jose; & Miles, dispatcher, Secramento ok e
were among those who helpad me, and they kept up their S RUTR
reputation a8 good men. || i S
fom Alzine, now & lumber-men of Santa Cruz, wag with me -
two or three years; also Jim Maddocks of the Santa Cruz Lumber
Company, helped me several times during & rush. His -brother
. Nick now of San Luia Obisbo wes with me for two or three years.
" /SOME STUNTS
‘Numerous etunts“ were pulled by train crews in order
7 to do the work, that at the present time would hardly pass khe
t book of rules om the scrutiny of the present train-master, i :
| such a8 making a drop of 34 or 40 cars of railroad ties from T
Chestnut Avenue to the o0ld railroad wharf, the line at that ' e
time running where Washington street extension is, or dropping
! dowputtie hill from Ylenwood to felton with the trains to of
) 40 or 50 empty flat ears cut into three or four pieces, the
) head ends doing the hill work as they ceme down, and the
conductor alone on the hind end with 256 or 30 cars under full
control. Yerailmente were few, and unless it was rather serious
the "accident" report was en nnknown document. & well known
superintendent made the remark a-few years ago. Yive me &
foulder Creek narrow gauge crew if you want the. ﬁorV done
speedily and correctly. i sk 4
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