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Aptos Jazz Quavrtet,‘ 'rid-ing on flatbed truck Sunday, makes

‘world’s shortest’ Fourth of July para

Shmuel Thaler/Sentinel
de a blow-out.




Eileen Reeder of San Ramon, left, takes a spin on the Orbitron at Capitola’s Jade Street park. At right, juggler Jeff Raz entertains crowd at Harvey West Park in
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People from all walks of life
brought together by celebration

By MARIANNE BIASOTTI
and STEVE PEREZ =~ |
Sentinel staff writers

APTOS — Even before the ocean
fog had cleared, Independence Day
was celebrated Sunday by thou-
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15,000 gathered along Watsonville’s
Main Street for what festival orga-
nizers estimated was the 1ar$t;
Fourth of July celebration in it
city. i o

And with good reason. Though
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Named for its less than one-mile
route through Aptos Village, the
parade drew locals, Bay Area folks
and several international visitors.
Families gathered later in the Vil-
lage Park for food and entertain-
ment.

- Local residents likened Sunday’s
community spirit to the same uni-
ty that joined a community jolted
by the 1989 Loma Prieta earth-
quake.

“This is just the way Santa Cruz
(county) is — we all get together
and have a good time,” said Aptos
resident Michelle Ashee as she
watched the parade. “And when
the bad times come, we still get
together and help each other out.”
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munity also fractured | eal
quake and -cultural differences,
Once fireworks got s
day night, Santa Cru _
Sheriff’s deputies adopted a
back-and-watch” strategy through-
out the county. ;
Earlier, fire officials had confis-
cated a few caches and issued cita-
tions, Central District Inspector
Chris Holm said. ; 2
Popular Twin Lakes State Beach
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“

it’s relatlvely qulet 3t Lt Ken Oakes
said.

“It’s actually going pretty good,”
Oakes said at Twin Lakes. “We've
got a lot of fireworks going on. It’s

still illegal but the group down
~ here seems to be pretty much un-
control,” he said noting the
ps were mostly families.
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