stlII on the skids

The economlc situation in the Pajaro Valley,

which hasn’t been good all year, worsened slightly

in the third quarter (July-September.)

Unemployment was up, more people are in debt,
and the slumping home sales market showed no
improvement.

At the Watsonville office of the state Employment
Development Department, the number of new unem-
ployment claims jumped from 3,283 in the third
quarter of 1981 to 4,144 in this year’s third quarter.

Office Manager Arnold Hamilton said 342 of the
new claims. in this year’s third quarter were
extensions  of previous unemployment claims. In
times of hlgh unemployment, the federal govern-
ment grants extensions of up to 10 weeks. The
extensions were not available in the third quarter
. last year. s

The number of unemployment claims (in weeks)
was up from 14,333 last year to 18,407 thi§ year.
t 1,200 (in this year’s third quarter) were
. extensions,”’Hamilton said. :
“The food processing firms weren’t hiring as
many people” as last year, Hamilton said, noting
iM the heavy rains this year have meant fewer jobs
in the fields.
David Hemrick, manager of the Collection
; ' Bureau of Watsonville , said his agency volume of
/ new cases jumped 50.2 percent in this year’s third
quarter over the same period last year.

Hemrick can’t figure out the reason for the huge
jump, other than to note that the third was the
Collection Bureau’s worst quarter last year for new
cases and that this year’s third quarter was the
firm’s best ever. He noted that the overall increase
i in new cases for the year is up 28 percent.

Part of the increase can be attributed to the
f&m‘s ability to get new clients, Hemrick said.

the percentage of debts collected slipped 12.8
mmt in the third quarter, Hemrick noted that the
collection ratio for the year has slipped only from
35.8 percent to 31.4 percent.

~

The real estate ~market maintained its sluggish
M With so few homes bemg sold the sale of a




