.. Snowy ployers nest locally at Wadde
- Creek, Wilder Ranch, Manresa, Sunset
Pajaro River. During’ nesting season; -
between March and September, state and

county park rangers set up'fenced-off *

areas near the birds and their eggs. Small i
stretches of begch that are known nest-:.
ing areas are also.closed to the public.
The measures keep the birds safe and
shouldn’t prevent people from enjoying
the waves, said Tim Hyland, a resource
ecologist for the Santa Cruz district of the
state Department of Parks and Recre-
ation. “The birds were here first,” Hyland
said. “There’s no reason we can’t have
_beople and plovers on beaches.”
Hyland said the protection strategy}'is
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¢ eral endangered species list in 1993, * _
It takes a lot of effort to get a species *
on the list. It should takg e:ﬂ‘gr;ch‘delist

Department to form the Snowy Plover:
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planners help set up 10 square feet of fenc- - said Michael Scheele, a county park plan-

: : . ' % For more information about the Snowy
ing around the birds’ nests at Scott Creek - ner and program coordinator for the = Plover. Protection: . Program, visit

Beach once the eggs are spotted by biol- _Snowy Plover Protection Program. WWw.scparks.com.

October through February, as many as  “indicator species” on the county’s North  Am y Ettinger can be reached at
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